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Jack=on 13 =2n archivist on the statT of the Mational
Historical Publication and Eszcords Commissian (AHFRC).

As a currznt F=dsral achivist her lesngth aoT government
ssrvic=sy which dates from 1943, 1s essics=sded cnly by that ot
Kathryn PMurpny. Jacksan halds a3 1976 banorary Ph.D. Trem tha
Hriversity of Toledo, which was awardesd her in recogniticn
Tor her sz=zistancs to reszarchers at the Mational Archives.

In her interview Jackson describsd her sducsationzl background
and her zarly job =wxperisnces before joining the staff of the
Mational Archives. She then told of her s#periences at the
Maional Archives, first with the Military Archives Division
and- then with the NHPRC. &She highlighted her work with
certain military r=cord groups and ewplained the ressearch
technigues necsssary Tor effsctive use of National Archives
records.

During the interview she mentionsd the names of some of the
trairnees from the DOffice of Presidential Librariss whom she
had intrndiiced to the holdings of the Office of the MNationsl
Srcaives. Toward the end of the interview she discusssd
racial and sexual discrimination at the MNational Archives.
Alsa, she told of her interests in Southern, Westerns, Afro-
American and Amsrican military history and the nature of her
various involvements.

Th= interview, =z=pproximately 40 minutes in l=ngib on on=
cassette; was recorded in Jackson’s home. The twao parti=s in
the taped conversation can be clesarly heard.
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fAibstract of interview with Sara D. Jackscn in Washingtan.
B,E.s on July Tth, 1982.

Intarviswer: HRodney A. FRoss

Tapes length: 0Ons &8-minute cassstte (21! o7 side 1 and ten
minutes-worth o7 side 2).

IDE 1
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FPERSONS FRESENT BESIDES INTERVIEWER AND INTERVIEWEE:
Clars Rao=s and Basil Buchanan

QUESTION: Background prior to joining the govermnment?

ANSWER : Befors 1943; when Jackson bsgan warking Tor the
F=dersl government, she2 had bsen in school most of the bime:
two years at Allen University in Columbiay South Carolina
1238-32 to 15403 1241 until August 1943 at Johnson C. Smith
Umiversity in Charlotte, Naorth Carclina where sh2 graduated.
From September through December 13943 she taught at Robert
Small= High School Beaufort, South Carolina. She taught 4th
grads. January &th of 1943 she came to Washington. She
stated that her experience was limited. Her degree is in
zociolouy. She had initially wanted to be a social worker
irnstead of a teacher. In Washington she got a job as a clerk
in th=2 office of CThief of Finance, which was a part of the
War Department. '

QUESTIOM: How did you mak= thes transition from thes War
Department tao the National Archives?

ANSWER: Jackson stated that she was very bored as a clerk.
She started looking for a job. She went on vacation and had
an interview at the Library of Congre2ss. B5She was walking
down the strest past the Archiwves and thought she would tiry
hera. She had bssn thers to visit and knew a little about
it. Personnel weres glad to have sameons walk in aoff fthe
=tre=st] it wasn’t done very otta2n. Since she had besn 2
clerk at the office of the Chief of Finance, people at ths
Archives thought shes knew somsthing about military history.
Both the | ibrary of Congresss which w=sn’t going to pay =s
much, and the2 Archives ofiersd her a job. She decidsd o
acecept the offz2r Trom the Archives.
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he first people that you talked

ct

ONs Wheo wers som=2 of
the Archives?

They were mza2inly ceople in the Persomnel office.
5 a Mrs. Hennisony; who was very interesting and

ive. When Jackson’s transfer from the War D
12y she was the one who did a great deal to

a5 .:

What have you dones during the various stages of
eer at the Archives?

R
5 2

T3 Jackson started ocut with what is now called the

iry Archives Division. She stated that in thoses days,

carted out by following somsbody around while they

i (refiling or making searches). Then one day you were

0 3o out on your own. She stated that most of her work
Archives had been with reference. She had helped out

izscriptions. Also, she was the co—author of one

orys the Freedmen’s Bureaun (RG 143) preliminary

ory. [t was not until the 19468°’s that the Archiv

- one tocgether. She mentioned that she was ons o

who worked on the preliminary inventory.
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LMy How did you end up working for NHPRC?

: Jackson said she had worn herself out, or else she

a2t that the branch did rnot want her any more and she/d
have anything to do but the lower lists. She asked

- Wendell Holmes for a job. She transferred at the same

I0N: You said that in military records Elizabeth
2Wwry was one of the key persons that you worked for.

Rz Yes. Jackson started out with her plus Elizabeth
1 and Lucillzs Pandell.

S8R



QUESTIOM: What relationship dia you have with thsam?

SNSWER fhew wsre her supsrvisors. Jackson surmis=a That
they krew that she didn’t know much asbout the work, bBut they
were vary patient asnd kind. Jackson remarksd on the kindness
of Miss Drswry, esp=cislly, They wers ladiss from the old
school. They wanted to get ahead, but they also were
concernz=d sbouwt the pepple they were raspaonsible faor.

GUESTION: How did you Tirst mest Oliver Wendell Holmes?
ANSWER = Working at the Archives.

QUESTION: MWas he a direct supervisor of yours?

ANSWER : Mo, she thought in thoss days he was in charge of

what is now Natural Resources: Interior Department and
Agricultural Records. When she first realized who he was, he
was on the east side with the Interior records. People that
he knew in Minnesota were people that Jzazckson helped a lot.
Long b=fore sh=2 had ever thought of working for him, thoss
peaple had told him that he should hire her.

DUESTION: During ybur vyears with the National Archives, vou
hnave acguir=sd the reputation of knowing more asbouft military
records than anybody else in the Archives building. Could
voll share some o7 your wisdom &5 far as 17T someone wanted to
do ressarch in American social history., what record group
would you recomms=nd that they start with? Which ones do vou
think are most valuable and why?

ANSWER = Jackson noted that it was a hard guestion. Shs
would hope that she would be talking to p=ople who had dons
=z=ome background resading and had some ideas. She said that
=he2 would heva ta convince them to start whers shs would
begin, AL home. She knsw z=bout the social side of the Army,
and s she would start them with Army records. She s=1d that
in negw cowntriss, in cccupied countries; 1t is ususally the
Srmy whu iz theres Tirst.
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QUESTION: What record oroups ar=2 thesse?

ANSWER : The s=creatariss, ths command records: ths saocial
i1stary,; th= Fresdmen’s Bursaus 35 the Freedom History
Frojzct is doing rmow. It’s maot re=ally Tighting battles, it’=
mor=s 3 social history.

DUESTIOM: Do yeud have at your fTingertips what som=2 of thass
record group numbers ar=7

ANSWER: Record Group 187: (Office af the Secretary of Wars:
Record Group 183: Bursau o7 Rafugees, Freedmen, and Abandonsd
Lardss R=cord Group 3933 J.S. Army Continental Commands,
1B21-152037 Record Group 94: Adjutant Gesneral’s OFffice,
1788°s - 1917.

QUESTION: For something liks RG94, what would a ressearcher
discover of a social or military nature if he or she starts
using those records?

ANSWER: Jackson stated that they’d find the activities in =z
particular ares, the history of an area, the geolecgy o an
area, zgoiogys 2thnic histery, the condition of a2 people (did
they ne=d helps or could they make it on their owny should
the srmy prat=ct them), their h=alth, their physicsal
conditions what they were =2ating, some things about their

sgcizl life.

QUESTINM: ¥ you were asked to tell what your favorite
record group was, what would it be? Which one would you say
had the richest source of information?

ANSWER = Jackson didn't have a favorite greup. She found
=ome a little more challenging than oth2rs where you had to
think and reason. FRecord Group 393 was a personeal favorite

about the Commands of the West, the Indians, the rivers, the
mountains, the bulilding of roads. She stated that shes
wouldn™t tik= to be assigned to just one record group becauss
then whatevesr she did would b2 incomplete - you have to move
Trom cne to amnother. Shes statsd that thers wesre some that
shsa would ra+h=r not work withs namely, financizal rescords.

But.: you couldn’t say that thers wasn®t frueitful information
sven in those records. Looking at figur=s was not as
-z 1na?:“g to hey == looking at s map br reading & m=di=z

25T
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UESTION : Which rescords would contain the financial
infarmation that you sre ftzlking sbout?

AMNSWERS: R5217s th= auditcr=. Thers is good infaormaticon in
it. but thers are lots of Tigures. Paymaesters:s Chi=7 of
Finance — thes=2 rscords of the aray or ti=sd in with the army.

MWEST IOM: Did you d=al with Mavy records in your carssr?

AMSWER: Not while she was with Military. Eweryihing she
learned about thz2 Navy,; she lsarned while =he was with the
Commi=ssion, since 1748

DUESTION: What are some of the Commission projects that
you’ worked with? i

pri—

ANSWER = Most of them, including Jefferson Davis, Booksr T,
Washington, Frederick Douglass, Washington Matthew, Chief
John Ross,s John Hops, Alexander Hamilton, Henry Laurens,

James Madisons Emma Goldmans and Marcus Garvey.

QUESTIOMN: You mention John Hope, who was|an sducators why
woirld military recerds figure in a2 composite collection of

someone |ike John Hope.
AMNSHER = Jackson stated not very much. But the NHPRC
brought his records in from his family in Washington. They

had to list thems get them =sanitized, packed and sent off to
Morshouse. Whether the man was a national figure or hsad som=

cpecific connection with the
Mavy, you still check to ses
i person is really out there

or later he contacts the War

FG128, NAmerican Expsditionary
Hope. Sh= happensd to b2 wor
W.E.B.Dubois and found that t
to work Tor them and go overs
the military command. AL & 1
and Tor Woirld War 1 SATC vr=co
inTarmation about peopls 1like

prasid=2nt f 3 schocl which h
vwou find accidentally, or vou

War Department or the Army or
if theres was somes relstion.
warking with the public. saosoner
Department or thsy contact him,
Faorces, had records an Jahn
king on Marcus Garwvey and
he YMCA had tried to recruit him
eas during the World War with

IF

later periogds in thes BOTC rscorcs
rds,s you Tind bits of
Hope,y becCause he was 2

ad ROTC. These are things
reason this out.

that



RUESTICN: In terms of detectiwve warky wWhat has givsn You
the greatest =zense of accomplishment?

ANSWER = Jackson stated that =shs thought the main thing was
using your rTaasony and ths n=zxt was knowing the function of
the &agencyv. 1T an agency is building roads, or sxploring,
and you g worTHing with som=sthing like the Josesph Henry
projects ¢r the2 John Wesley Powell projsct, you krnow that
those p2ople would bBs involv=sd with explorations you
maturally lagk thzre. All of this. she stated was not sasy

to-explain, much of the understanding comes from coing. Once
aga2ins th=2 fTuncticn of the agency 1s the key, and then work
from there.

CGUESTION: LA ¢

scent y=ars you w2 besn training Presidsntizl
Libraries new =2mployeses in re=zesrch methods. How did you get
into that business?
ANSWER 3 Ilhat was through Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes and Dr.
Daniel 1. Re=sd. &Shes supscted bescause she had more

srxperience, was an older person, and probably they thought
that this was ths2 way thes trainses should be introducsd to

the Archives. For a while the trainees did not go into the
recard branches. They spent their four to six wsesks, and
sometimes mors, with the Commission. This was their

irtroduction to wWhat we know as the Qffice aof the Natiaonal
Archives.

QUESTIOM: What were som= of the principles that you trisd
to instill with your trainees.

ANSWER: Jackson stated that the main gne is that those ars
the records created by the day to day activities of the
Federal Government. Then shs told them somsthing of the
ger=sral organization: each record group repressnts the
records of an office. She erncouraged them to read the
introduction to the inventories,; the types aof material they
could find thers. The main thing is that they get a feesling
for what is in the Archives - the records, thes holdings of
the Archives.

RUESTION: Did you g=al sxclusively with military racords or
did wynul cross the boundary into ciwil records?

ANEHER 3 Jackson said that she crosssd thz boundary.



CUESTION: Who have bsen soms2 o7 your Irainses and whare are
th2y today?

: Don Schewe is at th= Carter projsct. Dawid
ook 1s al=so 1n ARtlaznta, =5 is Marstin Elzy. Martin
1= now at thes Eiserhower Library. Jesann2 Schauble
1s at tos Ford Library. Rod Ross is at the R=agzsn project
Emily Williams Spapes is at the Nixon Project. Michzesl
Hughes 13 at the Secretary of Defense Office. Dawvid Kywvik
iz now a writer—teachey at the University of Akron. Gzarge
an and Sam kalker are archivists with the Nuclear

Maziz

Regulatary (Commission. "These are all famous pecpl=,? she
laughed, "their publicstions will amaze anybody. Ehe st=zt=sd
=he was very proud of them, including Adrienns Thomss.
QUESTIOM: In your career with the Mational Archives, you
became an archivist in somewhat a belated fashion. Could you

discuss how you Tinally became an archivist, and do you think
racial discrimimation played 3 role in halding up your
progra2ss in the sarly days of the Archives?

ANSWER 3 Jackson f=1%t that racisl discrimination had held
her ups but proving 1t was another story. UWhen she went to
the Archiwves, they said that she was qualified to b= an
archivist as far a2s education was concernsds but she had not
had any @xperience. By the time she had the experience, she
did not have enough educaticn, 2 master’s d=gree. It was
£asy to just let her Tleoat alomg - they were getting what
thev wanted out of her. There were people who said that shs
vwiould rm=ver bs reclassitisd, but she worked on anyway. She
Ehought it must have been embarrassing to the Archives to
have ner there as an archives t2chnician being r=2cognized =3
she was in people’s books and dicssertations, etc., and still
nathing was done. After thes Universitiy of Toledo gave her an
konorary degrees that was when something was done. She
thought it was somebody wilth enough nmerve to say that she
should have it, and let’s do it. Jackson said that this was
something that was very hard Tor her to sxplain toc somebody.
I¥ she said it was prejudice, others would point out people
around her who had come in as archivists, people of her race
who had come in and done well. Also, she didn’t r=ally have
anybody pushing for her from the inside.



QUESTION: Was your case anrnd Jimmy Walkser’s decidesd in
tandesm,

nt

ARSWER $ Jackson statsd that they wera2 in two diff=r
cialist.

I
—lasses altogethsr. MWelksr was classified as a spsci
Jackson didn’t think he2 could swver be classiftied a=s an
érchivist. Back in the early days,; people with no more
training than h2 had were classified as @chivists, but in
the present days the Civil Ssrvice RQules say something
difierent.

W m

QUESTION: How has the Archivses changsd 1n 1its position
towsrd women? Mabel Deutrich went very far in th=2 Archives.
Was “that 1 ecently, or wers women treated well at the Archives
from the very beginning?

AMNSWER : Jackson observed that they were only worksrs. Shs
thought that the highest they ever got was probably a branch
chi=f. Rut now, you have p=ople like Adrienne Thomas, Mary
kallace, (in planningl,; and Claudine Weiher (who was Kalt
Robertson'=s and John Landers”®™ assistant).



2IDE 2

ackson =uggested 1t wss more productive to conmcenmtratz on
prne’s work rather than listen to rumeors. Shes discusssd how
departures aTiscted morales.
CQUESTICN; Of your various interests - Scuthern history,

military history, Western history., Afro-American histaory -
how did you g=t involved in each of your interest areas.

lihat have you don= in terms of organizational work inm =ach aof
wour 1ntsrest aresss?

ANSWER 3 Jackson said that her interest in Southern history
and as they call 1t now, Black Ristory, came with her.
Coming from Socuth Carolina, 1t sesmed only natural that it

should be a spercial interest for her. It was sasier to wWork
in thoss aress. Black historys as they call 1ty was
something she grew up with. Her Tirst course was in high

school. She grew up with civics in South Carolina. She had
cne course in college, in South Carolina history, but very
little of it since she moved away, but it is a part of her.
She was a3 member of the Asscciation for the Study of Negro
Life and History, but 1t got to be =2 little too =upensive for
her to keep up with. She had been the membership person for
the District of Columbia for years for the Southern
Hiz=torical Associztion.

Westernm history came from working at the Archives.
Perhaps th=2 mowviss had something to cdo with it. too. She
found it fascinating and when she started accumulating
friends in the West, she found it even esasier toc grow into
tt. 3She bkhought it still a very open field.

fro-American history was alsoc very open.

/

GUESTION: Did you say that Oliver Wendell Holmes had a role
in your Western histary?

ANSWER = Jackson stated indeed he did, since that was one of
his fields. He was the type of man who brought p=ople along
and h2 sncouraged her. G&She noted that this all started when
=n2 worked in the military and with other people that she met
that turmned out to be lifelong fri=nds.
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DUESTION: lihers doss your inmtsrest in CAMP (Counmcil on
fmerica’s Military Past) 7it it7 Iz 1t part oT your Western
tntzrest av military intsresi?

NAMSHER @ Jackson 3arnswsr=d that is was dus te kR=r military
intergst. She statsd that you Zouldn’t be intarested in the
milttary 190 Tthis country witheout besing 1nterested in the Weast
3l=a.

BUESTIOM: o you held a position withh the CAMP.

AMSWER: Jackson sald that she nolds a position with the

CaMP., Ske iz 3 life member arnd 3 natienal dir=sctor and
second wice—-president.

GUESTION: What ars =zome2 of the responsibilities as second
vicez-president? Is it 3 move-up position to the presidency?

ANSWER : tt could be that kinmd of pesition, but she didn't
think they would deo that with hesr because she didn’t fsel
that =she could de that. She had responsibilities with
committess and with the board of directors. 3Shs= was
presently working on the by-laws that were just being
revis=ad. There were three of them working on them, the
president, secr=starys and herself. f8s an officer, shs= had
to be aware of what was good 7or CAMPs and reprssent CAMP at
fizarings and me2stings in thes Washington area. At that time.
Jackson was heloing them recruit members.

CQUESTION: You mentioned thz University of Toledo Ph.D.
When did you g=t that, and what other honors have bean
bestowsed on you?

GNSWER « Tt was 1n 1976&. She is also a fellow af the
company of Military Historians. She was elected to that
position in 19487-8. There had besen others, but she didn’t
r=member at the time. She roted that z=he hadn’t besn =lscted

te a2n Isdian Eribz y=t.
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DUESTION: Do you k
tTer
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Tthan 3 gr=23t int t
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SWER: Y==, she =said that she did nave sams. H=r r=al
ther 's peapls came Trom cown im what Jackson gussssd was
orence |ounty aleng the Pse Dee River. It was cbvious Tram
me of lhiz pictur=ss pof the older ornes that the Indian
heritage i1is there -cheskbones, hair. She stated that in
groups liks hers, pegple intermarried and newvsr talked sbout
itt. It never occurred to them to say that their grandfather
was =2n lndian, But she ne2ver krnsw her grandmother, she just
haed a gictur= of her. EBhe was the one who looked like a2 resal
Ingian.

QUESTION: How did vou happen to get to krow the =Ellis
Tamily ocut west?

ANSWER: Richard Ellis was in school 2t the University of
Coularado in Boulder. In thes 194¥’s Jackson had met his
=zdvisor Robert Athoarn who told Ellis that if he sver went to
th= Archives, he should lcocok up Sara Jackson. She continued
th= same kind of relationship that she had with Dr. Athbarn.
Ellis wasn’t the only one of his students that came, but he
and Jackson seemed to hit it off. Ellis would always com= tao
se2 her. When they moved to Albuguergue they invited her to
come visilt and sh= did. She had visited them in Long Island
wihen they lived there, and met his wife, and when David was
born, she found i1t even easier to go ocut each year to
Albuguergue to visit. When Sara; who was pamed in hsr hanor,
was born.: 1t was sven easier to visit.

In conclusiony, Jackson said that while she may not have
got = top =salary, some of the joy and pleasure that go along
With working &t the Archives —ths fringe benefits -were that
many of ler close friends were ths ressarchers and thair
students., She kpew as many people in Western histaory z2s she
did in Southern history. And, though she hated to admit it,
mara so hthan she knew in Afro—-@m=srican histary.



QUIESTION: Are thsr= any last
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: She rzcommended thst if the interviswmer w
a & series of thess tapes. That he interview 3
v =ome =hg hava been a2t th= Archiyes a long tim=
Athryn M. Murphys Mr. Mariaon M. Johnson, with the

2 Department r=cords, who dealt with restricted records
sucn as the Warren Commission, Watergate, etc.. 0One who
hadn’t bsen at the Archives gquite as long, but who has had
superience along with some of the same p=ople as harself was
Robert kyvasnicka, and maybe 2ven Lillian BGr= who mowved Trom
the OFffice of the Archives to the Education Divisian,
responsiblie for s=o much of the exhibit work.
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