
Welcome!

2021 Genealogy Series

The National Archives and Records Administration

(NARA) is pleased to present this educational series of

lectures on how to do family research.

As one of the nation’s premier genealogy institutions,

it is our mission to inform the public about the

National Archives’ holdings that relate to family

history and to make those holdings available.



About the Lecture Series

Lectures demonstrate how to use federal records

and other resources for genealogical research for

beginning to experienced family historians. Our

presenters include experts from the National

Archives nationwide representing our facilities in

College Park, MD; Denver, CO; New York City, NY;

St. Louis, MO; and Washington, DC.



Join the conversation!

Live Chat on YouTube:
log in and type your questions 

and comments

Participate with the presenters and other 
family historians during the live event. 

Join us at @USNatArchives
on Twitter #GenieSeries2021



Date Session Title Presenter

Tuesday, May 4
1 p.m. ET

Preserving and Digitizing Personal 
Photo Albums and Scrapbooks

Sara Holmes
Conservator in Preservation Programs
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Noah Durham
Supervisory Preservation Specialist
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Wednesday, May 12
1 p.m. ET

Finding Genealogy Resources and 
Tools on Archives.gov 

Sarah Swanson
Website Liaison
National Archives at College Park, MD

Wednesday, May 19
1 p.m. ET

Tips and Tools for Engaging Family 
with Your Research Finds

Missy McNatt
Education Specialist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Dorothy Dougherty
Virtual Public Programs Director
National Archives at New York City, NY

May Schedule



Date Session Title Presenter

Tuesday, June 1
1 p.m. ET

From Here to There: Researching Office 
of Indian Affairs Employees

Cara Moore Lebonick  
Reference Archives Specialist 
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Cody White
Archivist and Native American Related Records 
Subject Matter Expert
National Archives at Denver, CO

Tuesday, June 8
1 p.m. ET

Civil War Union Noncombatant 
Personnel: Teamsters, Laundresses, 
Nurses, Sutlers, and more

Claire Kluskens
Genealogy/Census Subject Matter Expert and 
Digital Projects Archivist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Tuesday, June 15
1 p.m. ET

Merchant Marine Records 
at The National Archives at St. Louis

Theresa Fitzgerald
Director
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

June Schedule



Chat - log in to 
• participate
• ask questions

Show More
• captioning
• handout
• evaluation

Chat, Captioning, Handout
& Event Evaluation

After the broadcast, the video presentation and 
handout will remain available.



Civil War Union Noncombatant Personnel: 
Teamsters, Laundresses, Nurses, Sutlers, and More 

The National Archives Building in Washington, DC contains

many records about noncombatant civilians connected

with the Union Army during the American Civil War.

However, the records are underutilized because there is no

comprehensive index, no “one” place to look, and require

time-consuming research into obscure records.

Digitization is slowly changing that, however! This lecture

will provide suggestions for research with emphasis on

online materials that can help you get started.



Claire Kluskens is the Genealogy and Census

Subject Matter Expert at the National Archives in

Washington, DC. She spearheaded the completion

of more than 330 National Archives microfilm

publications and now works on digital and

description projects for the National Archives

Catalog and NARA website. She lectures frequently

and has published extensively in national, state,

and local genealogical publications. Claire has

been a National Archives and Records

Administration staff member since 1992 and has

done genealogical research since 1976.

Claire Kluskens
Genealogy and Census 
Subject Matter Expert 
National Archives in 

Washington, DC 

Presenter Biography



Civil War Union Noncombatant 

Personnel:

Teamsters, Laundresses, Nurses, 

Sutlers, and More

Claire Kluskens

June 8, 2021



Civil War Union Noncombatant Personnel
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National Archives Building

700 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20408

Metro:  “Archives / Navy Memorial” 

stop on Yellow or Green lines

See www.archives.gov/dc for 

important researcher information 

https://www.archives.gov/dc


Teamsters and Wagonmasters

11
catalog.archives.gov/id/82586556 - First wagon train entering Petersburg, Virginia. “Library of Congress Collection.”

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/82586556


Teamsters and Wagonmasters (continued)

1

2

Kluskens article: Wagonmasters Serving the Union During the Civil War, online at

www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html

https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html


Teamsters and Wagonmasters 
(continued)

Kluskens article: Wagonmasters Serving the Union During 

the Civil War, online at

www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-

war/union/wagonmasters.html

INCOMPLETE list of wagonmasters

- There is NO complete list -

Gives you –

Wagonmaster’s name

and three important facts:

Commanding Officer

Duty Station

Year

https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html


Teamsters and Wagonmasters (continued)

1

4

Kluskens article: Wagonmasters Serving the Union During the Civil War, online at

www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html

Long list of record 

series that might be 

useful–

But where do you 

begin???

https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html


Teamsters and Wagonmasters (continued)

15

Kluskens article: Wagonmasters Serving the Union During the Civil War, online at

www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html

https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/union/wagonmasters.html


Teamsters and Wagonmasters— in Northern Virginia, 1861–62



Teamsters and Wagonmasters— in Northern Virginia, 1861–62 
(continued)



Reports of Clerks, Wagonmasters, Printers (and others) 
Employed Nationwide, September 30,1865

18



Reports of Clerks, Wagonmasters, Printers (and others) 
Employed Nationwide, September 30, 1865

19



Reports of Clerks, Wagonmasters, Printers (and others) 
Employed Nationwide, September 30, 1865 (continued)



Reports of Clerks, Wagonmasters, Printers (and others) 
Employed Nationwide, September 30, 1865 (continued)

catalog.archives.gov/id/4707062–

all files digitized

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/4707062


Teamsters and Wagonmasters (continued)

22

Court Martial Case 

Files:

Search by 

1. Name

2. Rank / 

occupation -

wagonmaster, 

teamster, sutler, 

etc.

3. State (or military 

unit)



Teamsters and Wagonmasters (continued)

Hitting “Search 

within this 

Series” will 

immediately get 

you to this:



Teamsters and Wagonmasters (continued)



Teamsters and 
Wagonmasters 

(continued)

Courts-martial



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

26

Where They Worked

● Hospitals

● Forts and posts

● Camps (traveling army)



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons (continued)

27

Pension Index Cards

Fold3: Search by name or search for “nurse.” 

Once you get past the people named “Nurse” 

then it lists people whose rank was “nurse.”

Ancestry: Search by name.



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons (continued)



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and 
Matrons (continued)

List of Female Nurses, Cooks, and 

Laundresses Employed in Army Hospitals 
During the Civil War,  ca. 1861–ca. 1865  

(NAID 28277783).

By Location (city)

Sublocation (hospital) if applicable

Roughly alphabetical by name

No dates

No details



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons (continued)

30



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons (continued)
List of Male and Female 

Nurses, ca. 1860–ca. 1890



Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons (continued)

32

Carded Service 

Records of Female 

Hospital Attendants, 

Matrons, and 
Nurses, 1861–1865

catalog.archives.gov/id/655658

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655658


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons (continued)

33

Carded Service 

Records of Female 

Hospital Attendants, 

Matrons, and 

Nurses, 1861–1865

catalog.archives.gov/id/655658

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655658


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

34

Carded Service 

Records of Female 

Hospital Attendants, 

Matrons, and 
Nurses, 1861–1865

catalog.archives.gov/id/655658

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655658


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

35

Duty Station Records of Hospital Attendants, Matrons, and Nurses, 1861–1865  (not online) 

(Entry 535-B)

catalog.archives.gov/id/655661

Includes laundresses and cooks

Card Records of information copied from original records

ONE CARD

“Catharine Duffy,” Matron, Camden Street General Hospital, Baltimore, MD

M[uster] Roll Apr. to Aug. [18]62 and Reg[ister] 55.

ONE CARD

“Catharine Duffy,” laundress, Newton University General Hospital, Baltimore, MD, 

Reg[ister] 99–Dec. 18/ [18]62 to June 19/[18]63 and M[uster] Roll Feb. to Apl. [18]63

May be the same person employed in different capacities.

No identifying information (age, address, birthplace, etc.).

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655661


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons
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Carded Service Records of Hospital Attendants, Matrons, and Nurses, 1861–1865  (not online) 

(Entry 533-L)

catalog.archives.gov/id/655680

Includes laundresses and cooks

Card Records of information copied from original records

FOUR CARDS for 

Catherine Duffy employed as a matron at Camden Street U.S.A. (U.S. Army) General Hospital, April 1, 1862 

until September 30, 1862, when she was relieved from duty.

THREE CARDS for

Catherine (or Cathrine) Duffy (Duffey or Duff) employed as laundress at Newton University, U.S.A. (U.S. 

Army) General Hospital, Baltimore, MD, December 18, 1862 to April 1863

No identifying information (age, address, birthplace, etc.).

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655680


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

37

Index to Reports and Correspondence Regarding Contracts for Male and Female Nurses, 1861–1865  

(not online)  (Entry 535-C)

catalog.archives.gov/id/655662

Card index serves as a finding aid to four other series listed in your handout.

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655662


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

38

Index to Papers Relating to Female Nurses in the Civil War, 1861–1865 

(not online) (Entry 535-H)

catalog.archives.gov/id/655671

Indicates there is a record in 

Papers Relating to Female Nurses in the Civil War, 1861–1865 

(not online) (Entry 535-I)

catalog.archives.gov/id/655674

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655671
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/655674


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

39

Records of 

Disallowed Claims of 

Laundresses  

(information online)

180 files arranged 

alphabetically by 

laundress name–all 

their names are in the 

National Archives and 

Records Administration 

(NARA) Catalog

catalog.archives.gov/id/2591963

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2591963


Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, and Matrons

40catalog.archives.gov/id/2591963

Records of 

Disallowed Claims of 

Laundresses  

(information online)

Files are arranged 

alphabetically by 

laundress name–all 

180 laundresses are in 

the NARA Catalog

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2591963


Sutlers



Sutlers

FIVE  SUGGESTED STARTING 
POINTS

1. Publications (many online books)
• Regimental histories

• County histories

• Other books

2. RG 92 (see handout)

3. RG 94–Microfilm Publication 
M1064 (digitized)

4. RG 153–Court-Martial Case 
Files–index is online

5. RG 217–Disallowed sutler claims 
files

42



Sutlers
Publications 

(many online books)

• Regimental histories

• County histories

• Books on sutler tokens and 
cardboard scrip 

43



Sutlers
RG 92

Name Index to Press 
Copies of Letters Sent 
Granting Permits to 
Sutlers (RG 92, NAID 
122681358)

• 400+ names

• Regiment to which 
he was attached

• Vessel upon which 
goods were to be 
shipped (if known)

• Page number in 
related “Press 
Copies of Letters 
Sent…” 

44



Sutlers

RG 92

Press Copies of Letters 
Sent Granting Permits 
to Sutlers (RG 92, NAID 
619175)

• Digitized!

• Brittle “onionskin” 
(thin) paper

• Fill in the blank forms–
so form language is 
absent

45



Sutlers

Press Copies of Letters 
Sent Granting Permits to 
Sutlers (RG 92, NAID 
619175)

• Digitized!

• Brittle “onionskin” (thin) 
paper

• Fill in the blank forms–so 
form language is absent

46



Sutlers

Bills, Invoices, Sutler’s Papers, and Other Records, 1862–1865

(RG 92, NAID 4708933)

• 850 sutler invoices (lists of goods) that sutlers wanted permission to 
transport and sell. Arranged chronologically by date.

• Records of election as sutler, requests for clearances of vessels, requests 
to transport specified goods, other correspondence, arranged by page 
numbers corresponding to the “Index to Press Copies….” previously 
discussed.

47



Sutlers

NARA Microfilm Publication 

M1064, letters Received by 

the Commission Branch of 

the Adjutant General’s Office, 

1863–1870 

• Partially digitized

• Online at 
catalog.archives.gov/id/300360

• Searchable  by name or 

other word (see handout for 

“sutler” search)

48

M1064 contains 

• Letters, reports, papers relating to 

• Military service of officers

• Appointments and other matters 
relating to post traders (sutlers)

• Other matters

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300360


SutlersNARA Microfilm Publication 

M1064, letters Received by 

the Commission Branch of 

the Adjutant General’s 

Office, 1863–1870 

• Partially digitized

• Online at 
catalog.archives.gov/id/300360

• Searchable  by name or 

other word (see handout 

for “sutler” search)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300360


NARA Microfilm Publication M1064, 

Letters Received by the Commission 

Branch of the Adjutant General’s 

Office, 1863–1870 

• Partially digitized

• Online at 

catalog.archives.gov/id/300360

• Searchable  by name or other word 

(see handout for “sutler” search)

“Joseph Raiber has been selected … 

[sutler] by the commissioned officers of the 

111 Registment of Pennsylvania Volunteers 

[Infantry]….”
50

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300360
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Records of Disallowed Claims of Sutlers, ca. 1864–ca. 1893
400 files - information about each file is in the National Archives Catalog
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Records of Disallowed Claims of Sutlers, ca. 1864–ca. 1893



53

Records of Disallowed Claims of Sutlers, ca. 1864–ca. 1893



Other People—EXAMPLES!

Clergy

Provost Marshal Personnel

Purchasers of Surplus Horses

Scouts, Guides, etc.

Prostitutes

Yorktown, Virginia, May 1862  (NAID 524501)



Other People— Clergy
Records of the Christian Commission



Other People— Clergy
Records of the Christian Commission

Detail from Record of Religious Activities, August 1864–May 1865 (NAID 78786308)

Entries below for September 12–17 of 1864



Other People— Provost Marshal Personnel

57



Other People— Provost Marshal Personnel

Memoranda of Daily Transactions of 

Provost Marshals for the Second 

Congressional District, New Haven, CT, 
May 1863–February 1865 (NAID 

120149149)



Other People— Purchasers of Surplus Army Horses

List of Horses 

Sold, 1864–at 

Frederick City, MD, 

and Reading, PA 

(NAID 68141923).

Every name is in 

the Catalog.

Beware: Some of 

the names were 

creatively spelled 

by the auctioneer’s 

(or government’s) 

clerk.



Other People— Purchasers of 
Surplus Army Horses

List of Horses Sold, 1864–at Frederick City, MD, and 

Reading, PA (NAID 68141923).



Other People— Scouts, Guides, Spies, Railroad Personnel
List of Scouts, Guides, Spies and Railroad Personnel, undated (NAID 

75302268), apparently belonged to James G. Brown, General Thomas’s 

Chief of Scouts.



Other People— Scouts, Guides, Spies, Railroad Personnel

62

List of Scouts, Guides, Spies and Railroad Personnel, undated (NAID 75302268), 

apparently belonged to James G. Brown, General Thomas’s Chief of Scouts.



Other People— “Various” 



Other People— “Various” 

Reports of Prostitutes in Nashville, 

Tennessee, by Surgeon W. M. Chambers 

NAID 99905732

Image 25 of 73

Report of Medical Examinations made during 

the week ending August 22, 1863, under 

Provost Marshal Orders No. 21

Name, 

street address, 

result of examination



Thank You!  

65



Email questions to 
inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and
downloadable handouts

will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

After the broadcast . . . 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
mailto:inquire@nara.gov?subject=Genealogy%20Series%20Presentation
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/


We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short 

evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the 

quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Feedback

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Educational resources on how to access and do research 
using U.S. Federal Government records held at the 

National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and handouts on

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9


Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video 
portion of the broadcast, we will 

continue to take your questions in 
Chat for another 10 minutes.

Questions & Answers in Chat
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