
Welcome!

2021 Genealogy Series

The National Archives and Records Administration

(NARA) is pleased to present this educational series

of lectures on how to do family research. As one of

the nation’s premier genealogy institutions, it is our

mission to inform the public about the National

Archives’ holdings that relate to family history and to

make those holdings available.



About the Lecture Series

Lectures demonstrate how to use federal records

and other resources for genealogical research for

beginning to experienced family historians. Our

presenters include experts from the National

Archives nationwide representing our facilities in

College Park, MD; Denver, CO; New York City, NY;

St. Louis, MO; and Washington, DC.



Join the conversation!

Live Chat on YouTube:
log in and type your questions 

and comments

Participate with the presenters and other 
family historians during the live event. 

Join us at @USNatArchives
on Twitter #GenieSeries2021



Date Session Title Presenter

Tuesday, May 4
1 p.m. ET

Preserving and Digitizing Personal 
Photo Albums and Scrapbooks

Sara Holmes
Conservator in Preservation Programs
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Noah Durham
Supervisory Preservation Specialist
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Wednesday, May 12
1 p.m. ET

Finding Genealogy Resources and 
Tools on Archives.gov

Sarah Swanson
Website Liaison
National Archives at College Park, MD

Wednesday, May 19
1 p.m. ET

Tips and Tools for Engaging Family 
with Your Research Finds

Missy McNatt
Education Specialist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Dorothy Dougherty
Virtual Public Programs Director
National Archives at New York City, NY

May Schedule



Date Session Title Presenter

Tuesday, June 1
1 p.m. ET

From Here to There: Researching Office 
of Indian Affairs Employees

Cara Moore Lebonick 
Reference Archives Specialist 
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Cody White
Archivist and Native American Related Records 
Subject Matter Expert
National Archives at Denver, CO

Tuesday, June 8
1 p.m. ET

Civil War Union Noncombatant 
Personnel: Teamsters, Laundresses, 
Nurses, Sutlers, and more

Claire Kluskens
Genealogy/Census Subject Matter Expert and 
Digital Projects Archivist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Tuesday, June 15
1 p.m. ET

Merchant Marine Records 
at The National Archives at St. Louis

Theresa Fitzgerald
Director
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

June Schedule



Chat - log in to 
• participate
• ask questions

Show More
• captioning
• handout
• evaluation

Chat, Captioning, Handout
& Event Evaluation

After the broadcast, the video presentation and 
handout will remain available.



Merchant Marine Records at the 
National Archives at St. Louis 

Theresa Fitzgerald will introduce you to the core

collection of Merchant Marine Licensing Files, which were

recently accessioned and are now open to the public for

the first time at the National Archives at St. Louis. She will

go over our auxiliary collections of Merchant Marine

records that are complex and closely connected.



Theresa Fitzgerald joined NARA in 2007 as a

temporary student employee with the National

Archives at St. Louis. Her position then transitioned

to the Student Career Experience Program (SCEP),

and she became a permanent archives technician

upon completion of her education. Theresa was

selected as an archivist under the Archivist

Development Program (ADP) in 2010. She then

became the reference supervisor for the National

Archives in St. Louis in 2015 and was selected as the

Chief of Archival Operations and Director of the

National Archives at St. Louis in 2018.

Theresa Fitzgerald
Director

National Archives at
St. Louis, MO

Presenter Biography
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Merchant Marine Records 

at The National Archives at St. Louis
June 15, 2021

Theresa Fitzgerald

Formatting credit to: Corey Stewart
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The Shipping Act of 1916 established the U.S. Shipping Board, the first federal agency 

tasked with promoting a U.S. Merchant Marine and regulating U.S. commercial shipping. 

• Enacted in part because of the severe disruptions in shipping caused by World War I.

• Specifically established the Shipping Board “for the purpose of encouraging,

developing, and creating a naval auxiliary and naval reserve and a Merchant Marine,

to meet the requirements of the commerce of the United States with its Territories and

possessions and with foreign countries; to regulate carriers by water engaged in the

foreign and interstate commerce of the United States.”

www.maritime.dot.gov/outreach/history/short-history-maritime-administration

Merchant Marine Records

History/Background

https://www.maritime.dot.gov/outreach/history/short-history-maritime-administration
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August 10, 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt abolished the USSB and created the 

interim United States Shipping Board Bureau (USSBB) within the Department of 

Commerce.

• Roosevelt preferred that the regulation of U.S. shipping remain under partial control of

a cabinet department.

Merchant Marine Act of 1936

• Replaced the USSBB with the independent regulatory body, the U.S. Maritime

Commission.

• Referred to as the “Magna Carta of American Shipping.” As part of the New Deal, it

intended to revitalize U.S. merchant shipping and strengthen the nation’s national

defense.

• Created the United States Maritime Service (USMS), the organization responsible for

mariner training.

Merchant Marine Records

History/Background
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February 7, 1942, President Roosevelt created the War Shipping Administration (WSA)

• To handle the operational demands that World War II placed upon the Maritime 
Commission.

Between 1939 and 1945, the Maritime Commission:

• Built 5,171 ships of over 2,000 gross registered tons.

• Oversaw the construction of the more modern “Victory” type cargo ships, tankers,

combination passenger/cargo ships, tugs, barges, and military auxiliary vessels.

• The Maritime Commission used a variety of training programs to produce 262,474

mariners.

Merchant Marine Records

History/Background

WWII
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1946, Congress abolished the WSA, and its responsibilities reverted to the Commission.

May 24, 1950, Congress created the Maritime Administration and Federal Maritime 

Board (FMB) to replace the Maritime Commission.

• MARAD maintained all U.S. merchant shipping promotional programs and the NDRF

• FMB took on a regulatory role.

1961 Congress implemented Reorganization Plan No. 7

• FMB renamed the Federal Maritime Commission (FMC)

• Responsible for regulating U.S. international maritime shipping.

Merchant Marine Records

History/Background

Post WWII
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Merchant Marine Licensing Files, 

RG 26
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Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 

licensed by the United States in 1967 or prior. 

• Files consists of an envelope/jacket providing:

• Seaman’s name and address

• Place and date of birth

• License numbers

• Also contains:

• Vessels served on, seaman’s status, certification of identification number (“Z” 
number), continuous discharge book number, date and place issued, dates of 
renewal, as well as other certifications

• The record may contain:

• Applications, certifications, licenses, correspondence, photographs, birth 
certificates, and documents related to union membership

RG 26: Merchant Marine Personnel and 

Licensing Records, 1967 and prior
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National Maritime Center will issue benefits from the following records series:

• Merchant Marine Licensing Files

• Deceased Merchant Marine Licensing Files

• Officer Licenses

The Coast Guard National Maritime Center is the approving official for World War II 

Merchant Marine separation documents. United States Merchant Mariners who served in 

ocean-going service during December 7, 1941, to December 31, 1946, are considered 

“active duty” under the provisions of Public Laws 95-202 and 105-368. To determine 

eligibility for a Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty, DD Form 214, or a 

Report of Casualty, DD Form 1300, please refer to the National Maritime Center (NMC)

website.

Benefits
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RG 26, Merchant Marine Licensing 

Files: Avery, Kenneth
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RG 26, Merchant Marine 

Licensing Files: Avery, 

Kenneth (continued)



19

RG 26, Merchant 

Marine Licensing 

Files, Avery, 

Kenneth (continued)
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RG 26 Merchant Marine Licensing 

Files, Avery, Kenneth (continued)
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RG 26, Merchant Marine 

Licensing Files, Avery, Kenneth 
(continued)
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RG 26, Merchant Marine 

Licensing Files,  

Avery, Kenneth (continued)
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Deceased War Casualty Seaman’s 

Records, RG 26
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Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
licensed by the U.S. who died during the period 1937–1950, many as a result of enemy

action during World War II. 

• Files consists of an envelope/jacket providing:

• Seaman’s name and address

• Place and date of birth

• Date of death

• If the loss was due to war casualty, the name of vessel, date lost, and seaman status 
(missing, deceased) is noted.

• Also contains:

• Identification number (“Z” number), continuous discharge book number, date and 
place issued, dates of renewal, as well as other certifications, applications, 
licenses, and correspondence relating to the circumstance of death and 
notification of next of kin

• The record may contain:

• Photographs and documents related to union membership

Deceased and War Casualty

Merchant Seamen’s Records (continued)
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• The Coast Guard National Maritime Center is the approving official for World War II

Merchant Marine separation documents. United States Merchant Mariners who

served in ocean-going service during December 7, 1941, to December 31, 1946, are

considered “active duty” under the provisions of Public Laws 95-202 and 105-368. To

determine eligibility for a Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty, DD

Form 214, or a Report of Casualty, DD Form 1300, please refer to NMC’s website.

• Section 401 of Public Law 95-202, The GI Bill Improvement Act of 1977, authorized

the Secretary of Defense to determine whether the service of members of civilian or

contractual groups should be considered active duty for the purposes of all laws

administered by the Veterans Affairs (VA).

Deceased and War Casualty

Merchant Seamen’s Records (continued)
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RG 26, Deceased 

War Casualty 

Seaman’s Records, 

Rocchio, Dominico
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Records of Licenses 

Issued to Merchant 

Marine Officers, 

RG 26
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• Forms contain the following information:

• Seaman’s name and address

• Place and date of birth

• Place and date license issued

• If naturalized, date, place, and court of naturalization are shown

• Also provides:

• Type of license (first assistant engineer, chief engineer, second mate, first mate, 
master, pilot, or motor vessel operator)

• Type of waters for which the license is valid (lakes, bays, sounds, rivers, or 
oceans)

• The card may contain:

• Licenses renewals or increases in rank

Records of Licenses Issued to 
Merchant Marine Officers, 1910–1946
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RG 26, Licenses 

Issued to Merchant 

Marine Officers, 

Billings, Daniel
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RG 26, Licenses 

Issued to Merchant 

Marine Officers, 

Billings, Daniel 
(continued)
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RG 26, Licenses 

Issued to Merchant 

Marine Officers, 

Billings, Daniel 
(continued)
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Merchant Marine Enrollee 

Files, RG 146
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Records of the Civil Service Commission, RG 146

• 1940; a training division was created within the U.S. Maritime Commission.

• February 28, 1942; this division was transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard.

• July 11, 1942; the training functions were transferred to the Training Organization of

the War Shipping Administration.

• With the increased need for experienced seamen, training for both licensed and

unlicensed seamen was planned.

• Three types of schools were operated: Merchant Marine Cadet Corps Division,

Merchant Marine Service Division, and the State Maritime Academies Division.

• 1946; with the termination of the War Shipping Administration, the Division of Training

was reestablished in the US Maritime Commission.

• Later became the Division of Maritime Training and Office of Maritime Training.

• Currently all maritime training is under the US Merchant Marine Academy.

Merchant Marine Enrollee Files
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4

The National Archives at St. Louis holds records for the Training 
Organization—U.S. Maritime Commission 

• Civil service employees in the various administrative offices. Records date 
to 1952

• Most of the staff at the schools, including instructors, as well as those in 
training (students, cadets, seamen, etc.) were not civil service appointees. 
They were “Trainee Enrollees,” with instructors and supervisory personnel 
called
“Administrative Enrollees.” Their records date 1938–1955

Employment Records
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RG 146, Merchant 

Marine Enrollee Files, 

Bridges, Lee
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RG 146, Merchant 

Marine Enrollee Files, 

Bridges, Lee (continued)
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RG 146, Merchant 

Marine Enrollee Files, 

Bridges, Lee (continued)
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RG 146, Merchant 

Marine Enrollee Files, 

Bridges, Lee (continued)
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How to Request Records 
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General Request for Records

In order to request the record of a Merchant Marine, please provide the following 

information: 

• Full name of service member

• Z number, if known

• Dates of service

• Date and place of death, if death occurred while in mariner service

You may send your request to: stl.archives@nara.gov or send a letter to:

National Archives & Records Administration

National Archives - St. Louis

ATTN: RRPOR

P.O. Box 38757

St. Louis, MO 63138-0757

mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov
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Requests for benefits should be sent to the National Maritime Center (NMC). If the NMC 

determines St. Louis holds the record they will contact us. We will supply a watermarked 

scan of the record for them to create a separation document to obtain benefits. 

They may be reached at: National Maritime Center

Attn: Correspondance (NMC-41)

100 Forbes Drive

Martinsburg, WV 25404

Request for Benefits



After the broadcast . . . 

Email questions to

stl.archives@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and 
downloadable handouts

will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov?subject=Genealogy%20Session%20by%20Theresa%20Fitzgerald
mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov?subject=Genealogy%20Session%20by%20Theresa%20Fitzgerald
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/


We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short 

evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the 

quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Feedback

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Educational resources on how to access and do research 
using U.S. Federal Government records held at the 

National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and Handouts on

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9


Thank You Genealogy Series Staff!

ProductionPresenters Publicity

Captioning

Event Coordinator Andréa Matney 

Manager Vernon Smith 

Chat Moderator Amber Forrester 

Audio Visual Manager Jamie Atkinson 

Video Editor Alexis Van Dyke 

Audio Visual Technician Brian Cipperly

Audio Visual Technician Jason Winston 

Post Production Supervisor Julie Reid 

Session 1 Sara Holmes

Session 1 Noah Durham

Session 2 Sarah Swanson

Session 3 Missy McNatt

Session 3 Dorothy Dougherty

Session 4 Cara Lebonick

Session 4 Cody White

Session 5 Claire Kluskens

Session 6 Theresa Fitzgerald

Social Media Hilary Parkinson

Press Media Release Laura Sheehan

Editor Mary Ryan

Poster Design Coordinator Scott Barton

Declaration’s Article Victoria Blue

Editor Victoria Macchi

Coordinator Tanikka Jones 

Writer Brandi Kent

Writer Hime Captioning

Writer Melissa Moore

Writer Tara Stromberg



Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video 
portion of the broadcast, we will 

continue to take your questions in 
Chat for another 10 minutes.

Questions & Answers in Chat
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	Created the United States Maritime Service (USMS), the organization responsible for 
	mariner training.
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	February 7, 1942, President Roosevelt created the War Shipping Administration (WSA)
	February 7, 1942, President Roosevelt created the War Shipping Administration (WSA)
	February 7, 1942, President Roosevelt created the War Shipping Administration (WSA)

	•
	•
	•
	•
	To handle the operational demands that World War II placed upon the Maritime 
	Commission



	Between 1939 and 1945, the Maritime Commission:
	Between 1939 and 1945, the Maritime Commission:

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Built 5,171 ships of over 2,000 gross registered tons. 


	•
	•
	•
	Oversaw the construction of the more modern “Victory” type cargo ships, tankers, 
	combination passenger/cargo ships, tugs, barges, and military auxiliary vessels.


	•
	•
	•
	The Maritime Commission used a variety of training programs to produce 262,474 
	mariners.
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	1946, Congress abolished the WSA, and its responsibilities reverted to the Commission.
	1946, Congress abolished the WSA, and its responsibilities reverted to the Commission.
	1946, Congress abolished the WSA, and its responsibilities reverted to the Commission.

	May 24, 1950, Congress created the Maritime Administration and Federal Maritime 
	May 24, 1950, Congress created the Maritime Administration and Federal Maritime 
	Board (FMB) to replace the Maritime Commission.

	•
	•
	•
	•
	MARAD maintained all U.S. merchant shipping promotional programs and the NDRF


	•
	•
	•
	FMB took on a regulatory role.



	1961 Congress implemented Reorganization Plan No. 7
	1961 Congress implemented Reorganization Plan No. 7

	•
	•
	•
	•
	FMB renamed the Federal Maritime Commission (FMC)


	•
	•
	•
	Responsible for regulating U.S. international maritime shipping.
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	Merchant Marine Licensing Files, 
	Merchant Marine Licensing Files, 
	Merchant Marine Licensing Files, 
	RG 26
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	Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
	Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
	Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
	licensed by the United States in 1967 or prior. 

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Files consists of an envelope/jacket providing: 


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Seaman’s name and address


	•
	•
	•
	Place and date of birth


	•
	•
	•
	License numbers










	•
	•
	•
	Also contains:


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Vessels served on, seaman’s status, certification of identification number (“Z” 
	number), continuous discharge book number, date and place issued, dates of 
	renewal, as well as other certifications.



	•
	•
	•
	The record may contain:


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Applications, certifications, licenses, correspondence, photographs, birth 
	certificates, and documents related to union membership.





	RG 26: Merchant Marine Personnel and 
	RG 26: Merchant Marine Personnel and 
	RG 26: Merchant Marine Personnel and 
	Licensing Records, 1967 and prior
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	National Maritime Center will issue benefits from the following records series:
	National Maritime Center will issue benefits from the following records series:
	National Maritime Center will issue benefits from the following records series:

	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Merchant Marine Licensing Files 


	•
	•
	•
	Deceased Merchant Marine Licensing Files


	•
	•
	•
	Officer Licenses




	The Coast Guard National Maritime Center is the approving official for World War II 
	The Coast Guard National Maritime Center is the approving official for World War II 
	Merchant Marine separation documents. United States Merchant Mariners who served in 
	ocean
	-
	going service during December 7, 1941, to December 31, 1946, are considered 
	“active duty” under the provisions of Public Laws 95
	-
	202 and 105
	-
	368. To determine 
	eligibility for a Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty, DD Form 214, or a 
	Report of Casualty, DD Form 1300, please refer to 
	the 
	National 
	Maritime Center (NMC
	)
	website.
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	Figure
	Figure
	RG 26, Merchant Marine Licensing 
	RG 26, Merchant Marine Licensing 
	RG 26, Merchant Marine Licensing 
	Files: Avery, 
	Kenneth
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	Figure
	RG 26, Merchant Marine 
	RG 26, Merchant Marine 
	RG 26, Merchant Marine 
	Licensing Files: Avery, 
	Kenneth 
	(continued)
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	Figure
	RG 26, Merchant 
	RG 26, Merchant 
	RG 26, Merchant 
	Marine Licensing 
	Files, Avery, 
	Kenneth
	(continued)



	Slide
	Span
	Figure
	20
	20
	20


	Figure
	RG 26 Merchant Marine Licensing 
	RG 26 Merchant Marine Licensing 
	RG 26 Merchant Marine Licensing 
	Files, Avery, 
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	(continued)
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	Figure
	Figure
	RG 26, Merchant Marine 
	RG 26, Merchant Marine 
	RG 26, Merchant Marine 

	Licensing 
	Licensing 
	Files,  

	Avery, 
	Avery, 
	Kenneth 
	(continued)
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	Deceased War Casualty Seaman’s 
	Deceased War Casualty Seaman’s 
	Deceased War Casualty Seaman’s 
	Records, RG 26
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	Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
	Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
	Series consists of individual files that document the service of merchant seamen 
	licensed by the U.S. who died during the period 
	1937
	–
	1950
	, many as a result of enemy 
	action during World War II. 

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Files consists of an envelope/jacket providing: 


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Seaman’s name and address


	•
	•
	•
	Place and date of birth


	•
	•
	•
	Date of death.



	•
	•
	•
	If the loss was due to war casualty, the name of vessel, date lost, and seaman status 
	(missing, deceased) is noted. 


	•
	•
	•
	Also contains:


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Identification number (“Z” number), continuous discharge book number, date and 
	place issued, dates of renewal, as well as other certifications, applications, 
	licenses, and correspondence relating to the circumstance of death and 
	notification of next of kin. 



	•
	•
	•
	The record may contain:


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Photographs and documents related to union membership
	.
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	The Coast Guard National Maritime Center is the approving official for World War II 
	Merchant Marine separation documents. United States Merchant Mariners who 
	served in ocean
	-
	going service during December 7, 1941, to December 31, 1946, are 
	considered “active duty” under the provisions of Public Laws 95
	-
	202 and 105
	-
	368. To 
	determine eligibility for a Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty, DD 
	Form 214, or a Report of Casualty, DD Form 1300, please refer to NMC’s website.


	•
	•
	•
	Section 401 of 
	Public Law 95
	-
	202
	, The GI Bill Improvement 
	Act
	of 1977, authorized 
	the Secretary of Defense to determine whether the service of members of civilian or 
	contractual groups should be considered active duty for the purposes of all 
	laws
	administered by 
	the Veterans Affairs (VA).
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	Figure
	RG 26, Deceased 
	RG 26, Deceased 
	RG 26, Deceased 
	War Casualty 
	Seaman’s Records, 
	Rocchio, Dominico
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	Records of Licenses 
	Records of Licenses 
	Records of Licenses 
	Issued to Merchant 
	Marine Officers, 

	RG 26
	RG 26
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Forms contain the following information: 


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Seaman’s name and address


	•
	•
	•
	Place and date of birth


	•
	•
	•
	Place and date license issued



	•
	•
	•
	If naturalized, date, place, and court of naturalization are shown. 


	•
	•
	•
	Also provides:


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Type of license (first assistant engineer, chief engineer, second mate, first mate, 
	master, pilot, or motor vessel operator)  


	•
	•
	•
	Type of waters for which the license is valid (lakes, bays, sounds, rivers, or 
	oceans) 



	•
	•
	•
	The card may contain:


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Licenses renewals or increases in rank





	Records of Licenses Issued to 
	Records of Licenses Issued to 
	Records of Licenses Issued to 
	Merchant Marine Officers, 
	1910
	–
	1946
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	Figure
	RG 26, Licenses 
	RG 26, Licenses 
	RG 26, Licenses 
	Issued to Merchant 
	Marine Officers, 
	Billings, Daniel
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	Figure
	RG 26, Licenses 
	RG 26, Licenses 
	RG 26, Licenses 
	Issued to Merchant 
	Marine Officers, 
	Billings, 
	Daniel 
	(continued)
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	Figure
	RG 26, Licenses 
	RG 26, Licenses 
	RG 26, Licenses 
	Issued to Merchant 
	Marine Officers, 
	Billings, 
	Daniel 
	(continued)
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	Merchant Marine Enrollee 
	Merchant Marine Enrollee 
	Merchant Marine Enrollee 
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	Records of the Civil Service Commission, RG 146
	Records of the Civil Service Commission, RG 146
	Records of the Civil Service Commission, RG 146

	•
	•
	•
	•
	1940; a training division was created within the U.S. Maritime Commission.


	•
	•
	•
	February 28, 1942; this division was transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard.


	•
	•
	•
	July 11, 1942; the training functions were transferred to the Training Organization of 
	the War Shipping Administration.


	•
	•
	•
	•
	With the increased need for experienced seamen, training for both licensed and 
	unlicensed seamen was planned.


	•
	•
	•
	Three types of schools were operated: Merchant Marine Cadet Corps Division, 
	Merchant Marine Service Division, and the State Maritime Academies Division.



	•
	•
	•
	1946; with the termination of the War Shipping Administration, the Division of Training 
	was reestablished in the US Maritime Commission.


	•
	•
	•
	•
	Later became the Division of Maritime Training and Office of Maritime Training.


	•
	•
	•
	Currently all maritime training is under the US Merchant Marine Academy.
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	The National Archives at St. Louis holds records for the Training 
	The National Archives at St. Louis holds records for the Training 
	The National Archives at St. Louis holds records for the Training 
	Organization
	—
	U.S
	. Maritime Commission. 

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Civil service employees in the various administrative offices. Records date to 
	1952.


	•
	•
	•
	Most of the staff at the schools, including instructors, as well as those in 
	training (students, cadets, seamen, etc.) were not civil service appointees. They 
	were “Trainee Enrollees,” with instructors and supervisory personnel called 
	“Administrative Enrollees.”
	Their records date 
	1938
	–
	1955
	.
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	Figure
	RG 146, Merchant 
	RG 146, Merchant 
	RG 146, Merchant 
	Marine Enrollee Files, 
	Bridges, Lee
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	Figure
	RG 146, Merchant 
	RG 146, Merchant 
	RG 146, Merchant 
	Marine Enrollee Files, 
	Bridges, 
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	General 
	General 
	General 
	Request for Records


	In order to request the record of a Merchant Marine, please provide the following 
	In order to request the record of a Merchant Marine, please provide the following 
	In order to request the record of a Merchant Marine, please provide the following 
	information: 

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Full name of service member


	•
	•
	•
	Z number, if known


	•
	•
	•
	Dates of service


	•
	•
	•
	Date and place of death, if death occurred while in mariner service



	You may send your request to: 
	You may send your request to: 
	stl.archives@nara.gov
	stl.archives@nara.gov
	Span

	or send a letter to:

	National Archives & Records Administration
	National Archives & Records Administration
	National Archives 
	-
	St. Louis
	ATTN: RRPOR
	P.O. Box 38757
	St. Louis, MO 63138
	-
	0757
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	Requests for benefits should be sent to the National Maritime Center (NMC). If the NMC 
	Requests for benefits should be sent to the National Maritime Center (NMC). If the NMC 
	Requests for benefits should be sent to the National Maritime Center (NMC). If the NMC 
	determines St. Louis holds the record they will contact us. We will supply a watermarked 
	scan of the record for them to create a separation document to obtain benefits. 

	They may be reached at: 
	They may be reached at: 
	National Maritime Center

	Attn:
	Attn:
	Correspondance (NMC
	-
	41)

	100 Forbes Drive
	100 Forbes Drive

	Martinsburg, WV
	Martinsburg, WV
	25404
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	Please take a minute to complete a short 
	Please take a minute to complete a short 
	evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the 
	quality of our services and plan future programs. 
	Thank you!
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	National Archives and Records Administration.
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