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Tagging for Access

This week, we're talking tags! When the National Archives first introduced the

concept of the “citizen archivist,” our goal was to embrace the principles of

Open Government while creating an online experience that connects the public
to the mission of the National Archives. We recognize that what researchers
learn from the records is valuable, we want to create ways to capture and
harness that knowledge and information.

To encourage contributions from the public, we implemented tagging in the
National Archives Catalog in 2011 as a way for users to apply meaningful
keywords or labels to records and make content more discoverable online.
Tagging is designed to be open to all users; as tags are added to items and
descriptions in the Catalog, users can more quickly and easily find, and re-find,
the information they seek.


https://aotus.blogs.archives.gov/2010/04/12/cultivating-citizen-archivists/

Here's a sampling of some of the tags added to descriptions by catalog users in recent weeks.

As more records are digitized every day, more items are being added to the
online Catalog. We are currently adding hundreds of thousands of digital
objects to the Catalog each week! With all of that information available online,
tagging is just one of the ways we can help Catalog users locate records at the
National Archives. Tagging can even help researchers establish relationships
between records that are not immediately obvious. The best tags add new
keywords or concepts not already found in the title or description.

Looking at some examples of the various ways Catalog users leverage tags
can be helpful to understand the purpose and philosophy behind tagging.

In the example below, details from the image are tagged: Singer Sewing
Machine and smile. These keywords are not found anywhere in the description,
but now they will appear when searched for. Additionally, manufacturing is



https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=%22singer%20sewing%20machine%22&SearchType=advanced
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&filter=(tagsExact:%22smile%22%20or%20objectTagsExact:%22smile%22)
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=manufacturing&SearchType=advanced

clearly illustrated in this image, but it is not represented in the description. The
keyword tag helps identify it as a record about manufacturing.
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You may also notice the unusual tag, wmwr-tg1. This tag was created by the
Community Managers for the National Archives Catalog and added to records
to create a tagging mission around women at war. Code-like tags are very
useful because the search engine does not bring back other results that are not
part of this very specific set.

Sometimes researchers use tags to collect a list of records. Did you know that

by creating your own tags you can share a list of records with a colleague, use
them in a presentation or for a special event?



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535807
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=wmwr-tg1&SearchType=advanced
http://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/missions.html
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The description above includes the tags: National History Day and learninglab.

These tags are not words or even concepts that are found within the record
itself, but by adding this tag it will be returned in a search result that is
meaningful to our colleagues in the National Archives Education staff’'s
Learning Lab and history teachers participating in National History Day.

These are just a few examples of the different ways to use tags. How have you
used tagging to help with your online research?

We recognize that users have different motivations for tagging. To encourage
constructive conversations and contributions, we've created a Citizen
Contribution Policy that outlines acceptable contributions to the Catalog.

New to Tagging? Learn how to get started.
Are You Ready to Tag? Select a Tagging Mission and get tagging!

We'd love to hear from you!


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1501555
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=%22national%20history%20day%22&SearchType=advanced
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.tagsKeywordsAdv=learninglab&SearchType=advanced
http://www.archives.gov/education/
http://www.archives.gov/social-media/policies/tagging-policy.html
http://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/
http://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/tag/missions.html

e How have you used tagging to help your research?

e How would you like to contribute to the National Archives Catalog and
increase access to our records?

» Do you have ideas about features and and functionality you'd like to see
in the Catalog?

Send us a message at catalog@nara.gov

New and interesting records in the Catalog
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American Unofficial Collection of World War | Photographs, 1917-

World War | photographs obtained from private sources, the U.S. Army Signal Corps,

and other Federal

and State government agencies. We have recently added more

photographs to this series.


mailto:catalog@nara.gov
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/20808008
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/533461

U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth: Inmate Case Files, 7/3/1895-11/5/1957

Contents of the files vary from inmate to inmate, but nearly all include a "Record
Sheet" that gives the inmate's name; registration number; alias; crime; sentence in
years, months, and days; court fines and costs; date received at the penitentiary;
date of sentence; date sentence began; date maximum terms ends; good time
allowed; occupation; age; date eligible to parole (after 1910); violations (date,
description, number of days in solitary confinement); and loss of days toward
reduction of sentence. Most files include a "mug shot" photograph of the inmate with
front and profile views.


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24729998
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/571125

theCourt

Historian

Tha LLE Pt O4ffln an!
Courthrune Scarion,
Pencwplercn (BRI Tha
o drarufaming ditle ol
thia proparty do the LLS
goveremand remred for ithe
Fravion owre tharight i
corniruc mublsraresn
EngEweE i rach and
e arpoas | orother
raterindy balorging i
athr s :;!11 EI =~
Thiz Bemu frty sruciors.
bl bty B0 and!
T wrom s by tha
[
rakaeeyfaoa
- P

number § = november 1995

published by the
faderal judicial
history of fice

Constructing Justice: An Exhibit of Courthouse Photographs

at the Federal Judicial Center

Thmughout merch of the hisiory of the United
States, Mederal courshiousss Fave been ane of e
FKEL Comimon points al maao between cltizons
anl thelr pmesmenent. Since tho caries days of
e julichary, thess
buslidings bores:
presotod i becks
and morar [or siesl
and glam] a Erglbic
bmage of 1he fderal
couirs The hisory of
e design and
o consnaction of these
CIRIMEHRSES pevies
a penpactive on the
pruwing lmportance
of ez |Laiclary and
e rxparsion of i
ke in public [z kn
an exnibil @ e
Federal Judicial
Cenier, phoingapts
sedociod [rom the
calkeciion of e
Orficn of #he Suponis
Ing Architeci deplct the warely of bulldings sorving
I fuciclary dusing 2n e ol emendous growsh,
Fram 1852 io 1938, the Ofice af the Supensing
Architedt af the ULS. Troassry designed and
oversrw e constnaction of federl bulidings
thmghout the: mian, (Nen a combination of
coundioise, casinmiess, and post offioe, thess
sinuctaims erended the authonky al the fdenl
RveETETR D every segion of e country. Newly
seiflo] v vind wilh large clifes [or the phice
miers of fetkeral officns el might: make: thelr
comeTesnlies sdminstrative and comemerdal
cesers. The mew bulldings ket a prestige ta e
Teskeral courts, whikch provioesly had mel in an
amariment of staie affios and remied bulidings.
O nine diecades, the aschiiechem] syles
varked rom thee restsidned classiclsm al thi 1850s,
1o the bronding Romandsgque of the late-nine
tegnih cersry, o the cheen-limed Ad Deco af the

Sevewiaw- Py

Mew Deal era. Throghou! thess years, howeer,
ez Torms ad vicitilany of chsical echiindeen
predomimind. The supendsing archiiec and s
dr=igned moet of the ooethosms, but dising 2
brief period in @ carly tweniieth cengury Con
e austhurized Lhe hiring of privale archileds,
Some al the most prestiglous firms in the: couniry
competed for oommisions and creled grnd,
Hequx Ars styln bulldings that bad all the appear-
ams of @ s @i,

Many udidings were of @ hiest engineering
design as wedl as of the: prevalling archiinctiral
[hiion, and 25 cary as the HES{k they Mahemd crd
fron ared piher fimprool maierak. Bul the vitality
of the fesderal ooeris threatered the long term
presorvation of marty of S budldings, In splie of
Iteir architectural digincion and achanced
melhods of consnachion. &s cassioads incressed
] Courts At moee and Mo M, even
s of the s monemen@l and exgenshe
oo [aced the wecker's hall, io provide
smre Tor Brger foderal bulidings.

Tee twenty-elght bulidings mpresenied in the
Fodeml isdicial Conter exbibll mflect the varicd
hisinry of courthouses Bulli during this period. The
small, wiriually unchanged Windsor, Vermon,
tasiicting of 3D i the oldes] continmamsty s
ourthoess and post offioe inthe cosntry. Do
mpesienoed 2 far mone: rbulent hisioey. The
omirihoeen of Calvesion, Texs, fell Inio Confoder
iz hands. In Richmond, Visginia, the courthouss
s as the: presidential oifice of Jefferon Davis.

cantrusd onpage 2

In this issue

Forthcoming Publications from
the FJHO

Dhversifying the Judciary

Recent Publications

Resmasrces of the Histary Office

O L L Ra

a bl ication af the Federal Judicial Center 1

Federal Judicial Center: Publications, 1/1/1995-12/31/2005

Published documents pertaining to litigation procedures, court functions, and related
topics.

Questions or comments? Email us at catalog@nara.gov.
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