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Introduction

On the 36 rolls of this microfilm publication, M2062, are reproduced the 828 approved case files of
claims submitted to the Commissioners of Claims (known as the Southern Claims Commission) from the
State of Alabama, 1871-1880. These records are part of Record Group 217, Records of the Accounting
Officers of the Department of the Treasury.

Background

Even before the close of the Civil War, in an act of July 4, 1864 (13 Stat. 381-82), which applied only to
citizens in states not in rebellion, Congress recognized the debt the Federal Government owed loyal
citizens for property losses suffered during the war. Throughout the last half of the 1860s, the
Government was besieged with claims from southern states, many from people who had been
unquestionably loyal to the Union cause during the war.

It was not until the power of northern radicals in Congress diminished and northern ill will toward the
South began to subside that sufficient support could be mustered to provide for the losses suffered by
southern Unionists. An act of March 3, 1871 (16 Stat. 424-25), authorized a special board of three
commissioners to be appointed by the President, with the advise and consent of the United States Senate.
These Commissioners of Claims were to "receive, examine, and consider the claims of those citizens who
remained loyal adherents to the cause and the government of the United States during the war, for stores
or supplies taken or furnished during the rebellion."”

The commissioners were to satisfy themselves about the loyalty of each claimant; certify the amount,
nature, and value of the property taken or furnished; and report their judgment on each claim in writing to
the U.S. House of Representatives. The House would then vote to approve or disallow the claim and
appropriate money for payment; it usually followed the recommendation of the commissioners. The act
provided further that of the claims within its provision only those presented to the commissioners could
be acted on; all others were to be barred.

The Commissioners of Claims first met on March 16, 1871, in Washington, DC, with Asa Owen Aldis of
Vermont as its president. The other two members were James B. Howell of lowa, and Orange Ferriss of
New York. Charles F. Benjamin served as the chief clerk. The volume of their work soon proved to be so
great that they were authorized by an act of May 11, 1872 (17 Stat. 97), to appoint special commissioners
to administer oaths and affirmations and take depositions of witnesses. These special commissioners
were local appointees confined to hearing "small claims." The Commissioners of Claims were also
authorized to appoint special agents to investigate pending claims, procure evidence, and examine
witnesses. The special agents were traveling investigators of both "large and small claims". All papers



collected by special commissioners and agents were sent to the Commissioners of Claims in Washington,
who were responsible for making recommendations on all claims.

In 1872 the deadline for filing claims was set at March 3, 1873 (17 Stat. 577). By that date a total of
22,298 claims had been filed, all of which were considered by the commissioners. The final date for
submitting evidence pertaining to a claim was fixed at March 10, 1879 (17 Stat. 97-98).

The Commissioners of Claims were occupied with investigation and settlement of the southern claims
until March 1880, when the last of the claims was reported to Congress. Of the 22,298 claims filed, only
7,092 satisfied the rigid tests of sworn statements and cross examination required to prove both the
sustained unionism of the claimant throughout the war and the validity of the claim. The total amount of
the claims submitted amounted to $60,258,150.44, of which $4,636,920.69 was approved and paid.

An act of June 16, 1880 (21 Stat. 253), terminated the Commission and gave the Treasury Department the
responsibility for liquidating the business of the Commission.

The absence of any regularly established tribunal for the adjudication of claims by Southern Unionists,
the dissatisfaction of many claimants with the outcome of their cases, and objections to the act of March
3, 1873, which declared that all claims not presented by that date "shall be deemed barred forever
thereafter,” led to the Bowman Act of 1883 and the Tucker Act of 1887. Under the provisions of these
acts, Congress could reconsider any of the claims previously disallowed by the Southern Claims
Commission and transmit them to the U.S. Court of Claims for review and recommendation. The result is
that some of the case files are in Record Group 123, Records of the U.S. Court of Claims.

Records Description

The approved case files for the State of Alabama, 1871-1880, are arranged alphabetically by county,
thereunder by name of claimant. In some cases, individuals filed more than one claim. A case file may
contain any or all of the following types of documents: summary reports; petitions; inventories for
supplies and property for which compensation was desired; applications to have testimony taken by a
special commissioner; testimony of the claimant and others, both favorable and adverse, relating to the
claim; vouchers; powers of attorney; correspondence; a copy of the Commissioners of Claims report; and
the certificate of settlement issued by the Third Auditor of the Treasury.

Related Records

Southern Claims case files have found their way into records of all three branches of the Government,
executive, legislative, and judicial. The approved claims, which were sent to the Treasury Department for
payment, were inherited by the General Accounting Office, as the agency which succeeded the
Comptrollers and Auditors of the Treasury. Most disallowed claims and barred claims were retained by
Congress and are now part of Record Group 233, Records of the U.S. House of Representatives. Claims
that were sent to the Court of Claims for a finding of fact are part of Record Group 123.

The disallowed and barred case files in Record Group 233 have been reproduced as National Archives
Microfilm Publication M1407, Barred and Disallowed Case Files of the Southern Claims Commission,
1871-1880. Allowed claims for the State of Georgia have been reproduced on M1658, Southern Claims
Commission Approved Claims, 1871-1880: Georgia.

An index of claims acted upon by the Commissioner of Claims was published under the title Consolidated
Index of Claims by the Commissioners of Claims to the House of Representatives from 1871-1880



(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1892). This index was compiled under the supervision of
J.B. Holloway, clerk to prepare digest of claims, and Walter H. French, file clerk, U.S. House of
Representatives. This volume is the only document in which the names of all the claimants appear in a
single alphabetical list. This index has been reproduced on the first four microfiche of M1407, above.

Additional records documenting the activities of the Southern Claims Commission are part of Record

Group 56, General Records of the Department of the Treasury, and have been reproduced as M87,
Records of the Commissioners of Claims (Southern Claims Commission), 1871-1880.
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Styron, Abisha
Wroton, William H.
Bibb
Graylord, Thomas
Potts, Thomas E.
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Bennett, Martha A. (Widow of Moses H.)
Blackburn, Jeremiah
Bowman, John
Brewer, Elizabeth
Carr, Ann
Carr, Melvin B.
2 Cavin, John
Chisolm, Patrick J.
Clifton, Levin A., Rev.
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Ferguson, Aquitta
Firestone, Matthias
Firestone, William
Garrison, Levi
Gilreath, Lovinia (Administrator, Lydia Matthews)
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Spencer, Thomas
Stallings, Lemuel D.
Stringer, David



Tanner, James M.
Tharp, Robert, Jr.
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Yocum, Sarah
Conecuh
Cobb, John W.
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Gilbreath, Dicey A.
Goggin, Edmund T.
Graves, Hiram
Graves, Joshua
Griffin, James M.
Harwood, Philip
Hawkins, Alexander
Hawkins, John
Hawkins, Mary Ann
Hicks, Matilda
Johnson, Richard (Administrator, Lucretia Johnson)
Keith, William R.
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Gross, John V.
Hackworth, Johnson
Hames, Andrew
Harper, Benjamin (Administrator, Elizabeth Harper)
Hill, Orrin
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Hinshaw, Nancy

Holden, John (Administrator, Mary E. Holden)
Hutton, John

Isbell, Allen

James, Mary

Kirby, Andrew J.

Kirby, Clinton

Kirby, Mary J.

Ladd, C.T.

Lisk, Wesley, Sr.

Maples, Moses

Miller, Sarah
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Price, William C.

Raynes, Samuel

Ridge, George W.
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Rowan, Jordan
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Sanders, William
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Selby, Walter

Sherley, Elizabeth

Simmons, William

Sims, Matthew

Snodgrass, John, Sr.

Snow, Levi

Stevens, Nicholas

Steward, Claiborne

Stoltz, John
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Trinney, John C. (Administrator, David R. Bellemy)
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Abernathy, David W.
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Eastis, Daniel
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Foster, John F.C.

Glasgow, John F.
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Glen, Elias
Goode, William
Graham, Nancy Ann
Greene, Amanda J. (Administrator, John P. Timberlake)
Hand, Simeon
Hardin, Elizabeth
Hawkins, Benjamin
Hollis, Elizabeth Jane
Hurst, Edward
James, Thomas
Linn, Andrew J.
Linn, Samuel
McClintock, Jonathan M.
McCormack, William
McDonald, Jacob
Moore, David H.
Odom, Jennings
Oliver, John
Pledger, Pleasant W.
Reid, Daniel (Administrator, widow Tabitha Reid)
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Robbins, Ephraim N.
Robbins, John B.
Robbins, Levi M.
Robbins, Thomas B .
Roberts, John
Rockett, Thomas W., Sr.
Row, John
Russell, Jesse
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Spaulding, Nancy E.
Spradling, William
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Tate, James W.
Thomas, David
Vanderford, James
Wood, Abner
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Allington, Thomas J.
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Beckwith, Lewis
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Burrow, John
Butler, Davis H.
Butler, Henry W.
Coleman, Stephen
Crittenden, Moses H.
Danley, William



18

19

Dunn, Henry
Dupree, John N.
Edwards, Henderson
Ellis, Templeton E.
Farmer, William H.
Gautney, William
Gray, Bethany
Gresham, Jared
Hannah, Thompson
Hart, Henry M.
Hayes, James H.
Herndon, Horace
Hill, Louisa

Hill, William H.
Holleman, Merit
Holmes, Thomas
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Jackson, William
Kahelman, Harris
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Nail, Emanuel
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Perryman, John
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Ross, Irvin

Ross, William
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Sego, Chapman L.
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Sego, William
Simons, William
Smith, John A.
Smith, John W.
Stafford, Samuel C.
Stutts, Henry
Stutts, Jacob

Stutts, John R.
Stutts, Walter F.



Stutts, William
Sullivan, Charles
Thomas, Jesse
Thrasher, Elias
Thrasher, Susan Y.
Thrasher, Thomas
Thrasher, William R.
Turner, Ann D.
Whitehead, Jacob
Williams, Littleton P.
Lawrence
Allen, Robert
Ashford, Harriet
Battle, John W.
Graham, Malcolm G.
Hightower, William
Irwin, William B.
Jones, Alfred A.
Logwood, Delia
Massie, Elizabeth
Masterson, James N.
Morris, Andrew J.
Pearce, James J.
Pitt, Charles W.
Pointer, Philip (Administrator, Philip Pointer, Jr.)
Pugh, Nathan N.
Roberts, James (Administrator, Elias Thrasher)
Shackleford, Daniel
Sherrod, Archie
Sherrod, Coleman
Speaks, Hansford
Terry, Joseph
Thrasher, George
Wallace, James M.
Wallace, Samuel W.
Watkins, Edgar A.C.
Lee
Brooks, William (Administrator, Lyman W. Martin)
Gordon, Thomas F.
Limestone
Abernathy, Miel S.
Allen, Isaac
Bates, Martha A.
Binford, John H.
Brandon, Jerry
Bridgforth, John W.
Bruce, Murphy
Craig, Miles S. (Administrator, Reuben M. Craig)
Dana, Miles
Danforth, James
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Danforth, William
David, Dempsey
Dawson, James J.
Donald, Jackson
Finley, James
Frazier, Emily
Friend, Anthony
Gray, John H.
Grigsby, George
Hafley, John W.
Hall, Lewis F.
Harris, Spencer
Harrison, David H.
Harrison, Lenanzy
Hayes, John B.

Holt, John W.

Houk, Hopkins (Administrator, Archimedes Houk)
Irvin, Milton

Isom, John C.

Isom, Mathew

Isom, Sylvester

Lee, Zachariah
Legg, Daniel M.
Legg, Edward

Lentz, James H.
Lentz, John W.
Lentz, Solomon
Linsley, Peter
Mason, Nelson (Administrator, Matilda Mason)
McBride, John
McGuire, William B. (Administrator, Murphy Bruce)
McKinney, Brooks S.
McKnight, Samuel J.
Newby, Sarah
Pepper, Edwin
Ragsdale, Edward
Richardson, Millie
Richardson, William
Shields, James M.
Smith, James M.
Smith, Joseph C
Smith, William B.
Thatch, Thomas
Thomas, John D.
Tucker, Charles E.
Watkins, George W.
Weir, Leonard L.
West, George W.
York, Andrew J.

Macon
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Almour, Caroline W.
Dougherty, Mary
Glass, William W.
Martin, John J.

Madison

Adair, John B.

Bell, James T.

Berry, John H.

Brandon, Robert

Brown, John (Administrator, Archer A. Sneed)
Bynum, Sandy

Carmichael, Alexander

Cobb, Bryant

Daniel, Jackson

Fullington, Sarah C.

Garner, Samuel F.

Geron, John W.

Green, Thomas U.

Harrison, Perry L.

Harrold, William

Haynes, Benjamin

Holloway, Margaret E.

Howard, Elijah (Administrator, widow Jane Howard)
Howard, Michael

Jones, Anthony

Jones, Nancy

Jones, Seaborn

Jones, Seaborn, Jr.

Lamberson, John (Administrator, Leonard F. Lamberson)
Lamberson, Leonard F.

Langford, John

Lawler, William J. (Administrator, John Lawler)
Mann, George W.

McDavid, Albert

McFarland, Thomas

Meede, Alexander

Middleton, Sugar B.

Ogden & Haynes

Pickard, Henry J.

Pollard, Susan

Rice, Susan

Rigney, Penelope

Robinson, John

Rogers, Benjamin B.

Scott, James G.

Scruggs, Alfred

Sharp, Wilson L.

Steele, Archibald J.

Stephenson, Robert S.

Taylor, James (Administrator, John W. Taylor)



Tubyfill, Wilson (Administrator, James H. Armstrong)

Turner, Nelson

Wall, Alfred

Washburn, John

Whorton, Solomon

Wilkerson, Algernon L.

Wright, Thomas A. (Administrator, Frances C. Wright)
Marion

Armstrong, James L.

Bull, Russell S.S.

Dickinson, John J.

Dickinson, John J. and 17 others

Haley, Green M.

Hays, David

Howell, Burrell

Ingle, Peter

Matthews, Mary

McGuire, John L.

Southern, Alfred
Marshall

Bishop, Sampson

Brooks, George

Brunston, Isaac

Culbert, Mathew (Administrator, E.A. Wright)

Feenister, John B.

Findley, John B.

Harper, Jasper

Kennemer, David, Jr.

Kennemer, David, Sr.

Kennemer, Demarius

Kennemer, Stephen D.

Kennemore, Sophia M.

Miller, John (Administrator, widow Rhoda Miller)

Mitchell, Martha

Morris, James H.

Perkins, William

Roden, John M.

Roe, Thomas W.

Smith, Jesse

Sutton, William A.

Taylor, Creed L.

Whittecur, Nathaniel (Administrator, Simon Whittecur)

Winston, John G.
Mobile

Brown, John M. (2 folders)

Johnson, William H. (Administrator, Matilda H. Johnson)
Monroe

Baulkman, Elizabeth

Bird, Ezekiel

Brantley, Lucy
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DeVane, Felix
Middleton, Martin
Montgomery
Bibb, David H.
Carter, David H.
Morgan
Austin, John H.
Gordon, Caroline M.
Hobart, Lewis
Hobart, Lewis
Owens, Samuel
Patterson, Washington
Penn, John B.
Slaughter, Henry
Pickens
Clemons, William M.
Coady, James A.
Randolph
Benton, Joseph
Davis, Joseph H., Jr.
Heflin, Robert
Hunter, Robert S.M.
McBurnett, Albert
Taylor, Pashal H.
West, Lucinda
Russell
Brooks, C.C. (Administrator, Julia A. Fuller)
St. Clair
Heald, Henry P.
Williamson, Russell B.
Shelby
Butler, Margaret
Moss, Edmond
Russell, Daniel C.
Russell, George W.
Sellers, Emanuel
Tuscaloosa
Bagwell, Wiley G.
Baker, James
Braselton, Elizabeth A.
Clements, Gabriel (Administrator, Thomas Clements)
Collins, David A.
Dunn, Thomas
Espy, Thomas
Faught, Sarah
Freeman, Benjamin F.
Gilbert, Elizabeth
Goin, Mrs. Susan
Hamner, John
Johns, Square A.



32

33

McMillion, Arnon
Miller, Wiley J.
Moore, Louisa F.
Mullinau, Richard
Nabors, William
Poe, Wyatt

Read, Dildeny
Simpson, B.J.
Simpson, Wyatt
Stanley, Eliza H.
Swindle, Jesse
Winchester, Willoughby
Windham, Erasmus
Winn, Jack

York, Tapler T.

Walker

Aaron, Samuel
Abbott, Hiel

Alvis, Elizabeth
Alvis, Elizabeth and 43 others
Baker, William
Ballinger, Caborn C.
Ballinger, William W.
Beard, Nancy

Beard, William W.
Blackwell, Davidson
Blackwell, James M.
Boshell, Andrew J.
Boshell, Mack M.
Boshell, Sarah E.
Boteler, Thomas
Bowen, Catherine
Boyd, Doctor T.
Brakefield, Robert
Brown, Martha
Campbell, Adam
Cantrell, Denis C.
Cheatham, Wyatt D.
Christian, Thomas A.
Clark, James W.
Cocks, David

Cole, Sophia
Copeland, Washington
Curtis, William V.
Davis, Daniel

Davis, George

Dodd, William, Jr.
Drummond, Freeman R.
Dunleavy, Braxton
Earnest, Burnell
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Easley, Pleasant E.
Ellis, James
Faught, James A.
Faught, Nancy
Files, Thomas B.
Ford, William C.
Frost, Edward
Gasner, Alice
Glover, Lewis A.
Glover, Richard W.
Gulttery, Benjamin F.
Gulttery, Ishorn
Gulttery, John
Gulttery, Johnson
Gulttery, Robert
Hanby, Lucretia
Hewitt, Nancy
Hisaw, William
Hogan, James
Hollis, John H.
Jackson, Jacob
Johnson, Milton
Jones, James A.
Keeton, Sarah F.
Keeton, William
Kilgore, William
Knight, Davis (Administrator, Martin S.D. Knight)
Lemons, David J.
Lindsey, William
Lollar, Joab (Administrator, Jeanette Lollar)
MacBee, Martin
Madison, Susan
Manasco, David C.
Martin, Barton
Martin, James R.
Martin, Thomas M.
McGough, William
McNutt, Henry
McNutt, Winston
Miller, Lucius C.
Morgan, David
Myers, Thornton
Myres, Abraham
Nations, Joseph
Nelson, Isaac S.
Phillips, George W.
Pike, Mary

Pike, Philip P.
Pike, P.P.

Prince, Ishom (Administrator, James H. Prince)



Reed, William
Reid, Lucynthia
Richardson, Job
Richardson, Joseph
Roberts, Elizabeth M.
Roberts, Julia A.
Robinson, George H.
Romine, James
Rushm, William A.
Sandlin, Daniel
Self, John Clayton
Sides, James
Sides, Susan
Sims, Elijah H. (Administrator, John W. Sims)
Smith, Patsey A.
Southerland, James
Sparks, Eli A.
Sparks, Samuel (Administrator, Thomas F. Sparks)
Sparks, Thomas
Stachs, Matthew
Stachs, William
Stagg, John, Sr.
Steward, John
Stokes, William
Taylor, John
Townley, Richmond (Administrator, Andrew A. Sides)
Tucker, Charles
Tuggle, James B.
Underwood, William N.
Vest, William Anderson
Ward, Reuben R.
Watt, William
Webb, Nancy M.
White, Zachariah (Administrator, Eurastus W. Miller)
Wilson, Washington
Wilson, W.W.
Wood, Elias
Woodard, Sarah A.
Wright, Elias

Winston
Barns, Ephraim
Barton, Jonathan
Cagle, Ephraim
Carroll, Thomas
Ellis, Richard
Givens, Samuel H.
Jackson, William M.
Manasen, Wiley B.
McAullister, Joseph T.
McCullars, Andrew



Montgomery, Nathan
Walker, Buckner, Sr.
Williams, Sally



