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FINAllY EVALUATED INTELUGENCE. REPORT CLASSlri£0 
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D!PARTHEHT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: (U) 96\008 . 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(c)(d) 

SIIK\RY: ..(.€1" REPORT REVIE'nS THE CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT 
OF ARHY RELATIONS WITH PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATIONS. TH~RE 
IS NO KJ«MM NATIOMAL-lEVEL CONNECTION BETWEEN THE AAJ1Y 
AND THtSE GROUPS. LOCAL COMMANDERS OFTEN FlNtl IT 
FOOLHARDY NOT TO HAIHTAIN A DIAlOGUE WITH THESE GROUPS . 

USOAOBOGOT 01 OF 02 10282217 

TtxT; 	 1. -+5-T THERE IS NO KNO't/N OfriCIAL CO~ECTION 
8f:TWEEH THE COI.OttiiAH ARHY (COLAR) N«J THE VARIOUS 
PARAHILITARY ORSAMlZATIONS WHICH OPERATE THROUGHOUT PARTS 
or COLOMBIA. N£V£RTHELESS, AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. COLAR 
COHHANnEAS OfTEN ENTER INTO DISCREET MARRIAGES OF 
CONVENlEHC£ WITH THESE GROUPS IN OROER TO 06TAIM 
III'ORTAMT IN~TlOif REGAROING ONGOING GUERRILLA 
ACTIVITY OCCURRING IN THEIR AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. 
LOCAl COI't1ANOERS GENERALLY FINO Ir rt)()UiARDY HOT TO 
""INTAIN A DIALOGUE \nTH THESE GROUPS . 

2. ~ DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN SELf-DEFENSE GROUPS 
(CONSIDERED "GD00"-tiSUALLY CONTROLLED BY WEALOO LANO­
OWHERSl AHO PARAMILITARY GROUPS (COHSZOER£0 "BAD"­

• " A 

USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH NARCOTRAffTCKING OR OTHER ILLEGAL 
ACTtVITY ) IS . OFltH BLURRED. ALTHOUGH BOTH GROUPS ARE
I lLEGAL, THEY OfTEN OPERATE QUIETLY AND EFfECTIVELY TO 
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TH£ "SVSPlCIOIJS OIJTSIDERS" AA£, ANO TAAGET THEH 
ACCORDI~l'f . THESE GROOP'S AAE Of'TEN MORE EFFECTIVE IN 
ELININATING GUERRILLA ACTIV ITY THAN TKE COlAR BECAUSE OF 
THEIR ~~UWLEOGE OF WHO THE "8AD GUYsn ARE.) 

3. J,.flf LOCAL COLAR C:OHHANOER.S USUALLY ~ET DISCREETLY 
WITH HEHBERS OF THESE GROUPS . BECAUSE OF THESE DISCREET. 
lOCAL HEETINGS, TMERE I S liTTLE FEAR 8V EITKER SIOE Of 
THE ASSOCIATION BECOMING KNOWN PUBliCLY KNOWN (•KAK! NG 
THE NE\ISP.PER" l. 80TH PART1ES CAN CLAIM tGNOUNCE Of ANY 
OFF'ICIAL ASSOCIATION. ALL PARTIES INVOLVED ARE AWAAE 
THAT OUE TO THE ILLEGAl NATURE OF THESE GROUPS THE 
MILITARY CAHHOT O"EHLY ASSOCIATE WITH THEH. 

4. ~ MEANWHILE. THE HINISTRY OF DEFENSE'S (MOO) 
"COHVIVIR•• PR~. WH ICH OJ!GAHIZES AND R.EGI STERS 
"SECURITY COOPE-RATIVES ,11 COHTINU£$ TO BE LESS SUCCESSFUL 
lN ITS COUNTERGUERRILLA EFFORTS TH4N HON-HOO-AFFILIAT£0 
SELF-DE1ENSE GROUPS . THE STI&Kl ASSOCIATED WI~ 
COHVfVIR ' S DIRECT ASSOCIATION WITH THE MOO OCTRACTS fROM 
ITS Ef fECTIVENESS IN COHBATTIWG GUERRILLAS. THIS STIGMA 
ARISES FROH BEING OPENlY AFfiLIATED WITH THE HOD . 
BECAUSE OF THIS AFFILIATION, CONVIVIR GROUPS ARE UNOER 
GREATER PUBLIC SCRUTINY/RESTRAINT THAN NON- MOO-AFfiliATED 

F' 

I E .O. 13526, secti on 1.4(c)(d) I 

2. (U ) THIS SOURCE IS AVAILABLE fOR fURTHER CONTACT. 

I l.L_ 
I' 

4 l1:.l 1 
-H I ALTHOUGH All OFFICERS AAE AWARE IT 
:C ~~ 1\.\.EGAL HJ AS~f4TE WITH THEM, .c)ST WOULD RATHER 
~ ~JIETLY COOPERATE WITH THESE ~PS, WHICH USUALLY Sli.lRE 
u THE OBJECTIVE OF ELIHINATUIG GUERRILLA ACTIVITY, THAN 

~ IGHORE Tli04. 110ST COLAR Off'ICERS AO<HOWLEOGE THAT 

,.... INTERACTING WITH A PAR.AHILlTARY GROUP CAll BE A DOUBLE­= EOG£0 SWORD. 50)!£ PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATIONS ARE 

0 

.'5 USDAOBOGOT 02 Of 02 10Z82Zl7 
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..,C"' DOMINATED BY INliVI OUAlS INVO LVED IN NARCOTRAFFICKING AHD 
~ OTHER I LLEGAL ACTIVITIES . HOST COLAR OFFicrRS CLAIM ~EY 
Vl lo()ULO NEVER ASSOCIATE WITH GROUPS INVOlVED IN THESE TYPES 
~ OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES. 

0 	 5. k&1 E118ASSY COf'ViENT. THIS IS AN IMF~HED AND HONEST 
~ ASSE5SH£HT OF AN AMORPHOUS ISS\.IE WHICH IS EQUALLY 
~ 	DISTURBING ANO HARD TO NAIL ~. PROFESS IONAL ~liTARY 

OOCTliNt MAY BE TO KEEP THE PARAHiliTARIES AT AR"S 
lENGTH , BUT THE REAUTY I S OVERWHELKINGLY OTH£RIIISE ­
AND EVERY800Y I NCLUDING THE TOP BRASS IOIOWS IT . THE: 
CUIHEO OENIA8I LlTY ATTAI NFO SY THIS HOLLOW CHAW£ IS 
NOT WO~TH A TlN NICKEL , ANO WE SHOULD GIVE IT SCANT 
CREDEHCE. OFTEN THE PARAHILITARIES ARE EITHER PART-TIH£ 
IWCOTRAff iCKtRS THEI'ISELVES, LIKE TliE 1NFAt10US CASTANO 
BROTHERS ltUHNlNG THE AUTO OEFENSAS DE URABA V CQRD08A. OR 
BANKROLLED BY RIOt LAJIIDOWN£RS \IHO INCLUO£ 
NARCOTRAFFICkERS. WHilE AH ~SAVORY LOT, BY ~ST 
ACC~TS THE PARAHillTARIES ARE ETCHIHG OUT AGROWING 
NICH£ I N THE FOOO CHAIN OF VI OLENCE I"OR ON! REASON ­
FROM TH£ POIHT OF VIDI OF THOSE WHO f'IIWtCE TMEH AND t<ANY 
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OF THOSE WHO LIVE WHERE THEY OPEAAT£, PARAMILITAJUES fi ll 
A VICIOUS VACUUH, THEY WORK . THEY HAVE COttiJNITY 
CONIIECTIONS; TKEY CAN SPOT (LIKELY) G\ltRRI LLA SVPPOATERS 
AHO TAKE IWTHlfSS ACTIOIC ( TO THE DESPAIR or TliE IHMOCEHT 
Al ONG WlTH THE QlllTY) tNSTW Of IIJ)IK£1Ilfl6 OO!Iff TO S£RVE 
OUT llfEl A Tot.RS 00 GO HOHE ; ntEY ARE TOO WEll PAID AND 
fOO lOCALlY IWJESTtO TO C\11 ANO RUM y.o l\\liiGS (i£l KOT . 
OHE CNit«)T C0N00Nt Ttl£ PAANIILITARIES F'OR A SECOND, AHD 
'II! 00 MOT . 8UT OVER HAlf Of TliE CO\llfTRY ' S l , 025 
~ICIPALITtES ARE ALREADY SUBJECT TO PERKANfHT GUERRilLA 
PRESSURE TO ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER, 00 TM£ SITUATION IS 
DETEAIOJIATtNG. WHOM1t NEEDS .6.NO W AffORD A PRIVATE 
AIUtY WILL BUY ONE, ARH lT, AND GIVE lT THE "F'lEXI8ILlTY" 
TO BE PROFITABLE. UNTIL THE URJSAK..BASED POLITICAL CLASS 
MARSHAlS THE WILL TO INVEST IN COMMUNITY-ROOTED -- BUT 
MATlONALLY ACCOUNTABlE -- lOCAl SECURI TY rORCES. THIS 
WILL NOT OWCGf . IN THE HEAMTIHE , Ttl£ GUERRILlA PROBLEM 
OF f"'UR DECADES STANDING "Wi l l HOT GO AWAY . 
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