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| Mr. Leroy S. Wehrle |
- . Deputy Director

c/oc American Embassy’ " o ‘ . % ﬁ :
Vientiane, Laos g ‘ Wér‘? . : w . aét/
Dear Roy: o . m/% ' o .

Thank you feor your recent letter and for thinking sabout us in your.
excellent idea of establishing a regional supply pool, hopefully, region-
ally financed. We are enthusiastic about this for several types of items
whose use is common to Laos, Vietnam and Thailand, as well as Cambodia if
it can be included. These are particular items such as vegetable , grass,
field crop and fruit, and fruit tree seeds and seedlings; veterinary and
medical supplies, insecticides and rodenticides, possibly harnd tools and
simple farm machinery, perhaps heavy construction equipment end spares,
ete. For items such as cement, foodétuffs, reinforcing rod and the like,
Vietnam is alreedy well-covered and we do not believe a common stockpile
of such bulk items to be too feasible (under cir FY 1964 progrem we are
ordering 90,000 tons of cement). ' On foodstuffs and feedstuffs we might
help you in a pinch from our large PL 480 Title II Progrem stocks. If
you are contemplating a program of a.ny size, we could perhaps. stock :|.1:.
for you.
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Please let us know your further thinking and suggested courses of
action and whether or not you want us to take any action or to walt until
we hear from you further. .

T e

We presume you are abreast of cable traffic on the emergeney food-
stuffs and seeds for your Laoc Bao needs and are waiting your further con-
firmation before proceeding. I went up and personally checked -out the

- possibilities - the memorandum I wrote about it is attached. I don't
. believe -you cen expect much immediate action here, hcwever, due to the
local crisis.

Finally, as you know, we got off the alrshipment of impreved variety
. eweet potato tubers and cuttings for Pop on schedule despite some hectie
moments asSsembling it. We hope you have already gotten the cuttings
plented., 100 sets of instructions were sent on how to plant them. We
suggest that the tubers be planted in a good moist place near a streem -
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bottom where jou can irrigate the patches by band in the dry seaSon. -This

"will give you a permanent supply of improved cuttings for later extension.

.We heve suceceeded in extending these sweet potatoes all over Vietnam from
a few hundred original cuttings brought in five years sgo. The results are
dramatic with average yields running three to four times local variecties

_ under¥ similar planting and growing conditions.

We also shipped four improved-variety, cross-bred piglets which have
been fully inoculated against swine diseases:. These piglets are the kind
wiﬁh which we are having such fine success here in our pig.program and
‘a¥e sent as a special surprise for Po;p. They grow three times as fast
and four times as big es locel native plgs and we think they will do the
.same for him. There are thrée sows-and;a boar,:20 he should have piglets
"in abcu't geven more ‘months. We are enclosing some litera.ture on .our pig
prog:ram for his uae. ,' . e e - B

That covers q_uite -8 1i'ttle ground for one lett.er 3 so will close for
now with the happy news that desplte other. difficulties "y our rural program
1s still going -= in- most- areas -~ like a: heuse-afire. Unless we can ‘861ve
the politica.l problems soon, however,.all.may: well ‘be.lost, “Hope. to hear
from you that the eweet pota.toes -and pigs. are as goed for you as. they have

‘oeen for us. T R
My regards to Jo Ann, Charlie Mann end Pop.
: " duheare

. B. 5. Would appreciate your: permission to release the ‘0B «personnel

) if 1t J..B feasible. . S L hr.

ec: Pop Buell
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Attached is a letter from Rure
I am not sure of where thege should ggiﬂikep:.
up but I would guess it would be either in

your committee or in the chadbourn ommi,
if this has been set- up. ¢ Fhee

November 7, 1963

Evidence 8o far indi
are very well taken. cates Rufe’s points

‘!1ends of miﬁe'and-llhave ;{-
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Oé¢tober 31, 1963

ed from General Oudone
will be able to deliver.
person whom you might be

tr‘,‘f. !

sure that Oudone could.
rou.are. currently. under-

k:be -awvay from the Mission

. if we cam help you, please

2 as-Assistant Director.

rem 2nd it looks as though

. .-.comment without being on
.and see it; however, I did

east in the written des-
program. From my own ex-
rogram here, I have found
f ell and that any rural
:semble a three-legged stool,
al end economie development
ie village chiefs have tra-
sgram of improving Tasseng,
ituted {indoctrination and
irds, compleint and action
ach village to hold a new
arship. If there is some-
ould provide the population

in the V1llages WitR &l Uppurvwicuy - wve -—o. things and could be tied
in with an overall idea of basic democracy beginning at the grass root

level.

Training programs could also be instituted for the village chiefs.
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Vientiane, Laos - ’

Dea.r Roy

%

]

L |
I amn en01051ng a cony of a. letter I recelved from General Oudone ¢ \
Sananikone and & letter to him which.T hope you will be able to-deliver. i
Oudone is'a very talented and highly motivated person whom you might be ]
gble to help to make a contrlbutlon %o his country.; . k

. He and his wife have long been personal friends of mine and I have Vs
the greatest confidence in both of them. I am sure that Oudone could. ¢

make 8 maggg contrlhgtlon tn;ohe“.@mgram.,hha_~ you.are. currently under-
fﬁkl_ﬁu o
___.—o"“

As I stated in my-letter to Oudone, I will-be-away from the Mission
here for at least 3 months. In the meantime, if we can help you, please
contact my Deputy, Bert Fraleigh, who is acting as.Assistant Director.

I have read the dispatch on your new program anﬁ 1t looks as though
. you've made an excellent start. I hesitate to.comment without being on
the spot and heving a chance to talk about it and.see it;-however, I did
note that one thing seemed to be missing, at least in the written des-
eription. This was the political part of the program. From my own ex-
perience, even prior to the Strategic Hamlet Program here, I have found
this to be perhaps the most important factor of all and that any rural
security progream, if it is to succeed, must resemble a three-legged stool,
with security, political improvement, and socigl and economic development I
as the three legs., T reaslize that In Laos, the village chiefs have tra- ' ¥
ditionelly been elected, but I wonder if e program of improving Tasseng,
Muong and Khuong leadership could not be instituted (indoctrination and
training programs, competiticns, incentive awards, complaint and action
system, etc.), along with possibly obliging each village to hold a new
election if only to confirm the existing leadership. If there is some-
. thing wrong with the loecal leedership, this would provide the population
in the villages with an opportunity to change. things and could be tied
in with an overall idea of basic democracy beginning at the grass root
. level. Training programs could also be instituted for the village chiefs.
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> lieve that such a program as you are undertaklng needs*a basmc
and 51mple "political philosophy as & springboard - if the economie and
SOCl&l uxprovements are to hawe real meaning to the average v1llager
thus 1ncreas1ng his 1oya1ty to the government.

I am sure that there are better ideas and ‘more practical.ones
than those which I throw out here on the spur of the moment. These AL
are merely illustrative:of, the kind of approach and thinking which T - ..
believe should be an essential’ part of dny-village development and
security prograi (Ayub Khan's basic democracy program in Paklstan 1s

perhaps another example) . LR -
- -.-.~'i«-5ﬁ N FRLED L

In c1051ng, please let Bert know if there is any help that you

think we can render. There mey also. be., some SpElelC development Drok.
gram ideas growing out- of“our experlence here whlch could. be utlllzed

in Laos. to R I T U R
MW wanmest regards to JoAnn ;
. > T e e 3.-fRu‘,s oy Phllllps
1y A s o v oASsistant Director .

U T g...f: S Ee ”?;f e for, Rural Affalrs w
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