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BY MRS. VOLNER:

Q . Now, the‘;eaggg that you requested the meeting with
Mr. O'Brien was to relay to him, number one, a demand for a _
sum of money in excess of $100,000 and, secondly, to tell

‘him that otherwise you were gOLng to reveal the seamy things |
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v. !w}2 HiBut I don't think that any quid pro quo is explicitly in therﬁeli'
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- 64
that yeu had done for Mr. Ehrlichman, ‘is that not correct?

A Well, I'Qe gone over this a good many times. I
know repetition is the name of the game. I thought that,
with inprisonment approaching, it was highly essential that
1f any of these commitments were going to be kept, that they
be kept then and there.

" And I mentioned to Mr. O'Brien, en passant, that

other things had been done at the White House in the past

tand my feeling was that if anybody was going to be the reci-
S:thtSe whoﬁbﬁtitheir'neckéudﬁ'the line for tﬁose people'beforé,fﬁ

'I don t know what Mr. O'Brien's perception of the meeting was.

. 1 Q Ybu’ve already told Mrg_Colson, in Nbvembet, that

L:gate break-in, and naw you re telling Mr. O‘Brien that there

-:are pe0p1e involved in other seamy things hesides the Water-

;tgate break-in, and you're asking for money and you re saying, Lf'

'”“1'11 have to. review my alternatives if I don t get that

money.",f And that can't mean anything except that youtre

sE

i going to reveal that unless they meet your denaﬁﬂasfor money.

;‘1A o Well it 8 a manaer of speaking, too. I review

r'my alternattves, I review my Options. What were my options?

'-They were very dammed slim

BY MR. BEN~VENISTE:




25

Court
ary(and 20795

" FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105896 Page 5

65
Q That's precisely the point, is it not, Mr. Hunt?
Your oétion was either to céntinue to keep quiet or to talk.
And what you're saYing is, wasn't it, that in the event that
they weren‘ﬁ prepared to meet your demands, you'd had enough
and you were about ready to talk?

A 1 knew all along that I was going to have to talk

: and in fact, I began to talk within a very few days there-

after. Everyone knew that.

Q . That 8 not the point, Mr. Hunt. That's not the

{'question. If everybody knew that, what was the poiat in

}fmentioning that? Then you have no option.

That's totally inconsistent with the concept of

A | Well that's a great White House phrase - options

B as vague - 3
”: ?f Q It meant, did it not, that you were going te see
=*whether or not you were goxug to talk? Does it have any

~‘other interpretation than that?

A I don't know how it was interpreted.
Q Well does it have any other intetpretation?

"~ A Well, the interpretation, again, I placed on it

,ﬁas that I had been involved in '"seamy things" for the White
House of which Mr. O'Brien might not be aware, and my impli-

‘cation was that I, having done this kind of work for them

_ option, if you were to suggest nW. that you had no op:iou.f e

e

thhis, options that. I:'s a parlance I picked up.. I waa_bein@‘ii_
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before, felt that they had, in effect, a double obligation.
to me,
Q That's the first half of it. But the second half

of it is you will réview your opi:ions if your demands aren't

~met, And what does that mean?

A Well, it sort of means what a parent says to a

- ¢hild. "If you don't bring home the car at 11:00 o'clock to-
~ ni‘ght; 1'11 ’have to give further consideration to our re-

lationship

e{',;ﬁ;; 1 mean, in other words, what does that mesn really?

v It:'s just a form of speech, I think.

”Q You weregsPeaking to Mr. Shapiro as a parent does

onrn
s

o I would li.ke to have. I didn t. thO“Sh' Bz |

concern. You were in dead

e :. "Aré‘ ;ve talking of Mr. o' Brien or Mr. Shapiro now?

Q I o sorry. Mr. 0 Brien, yes. “ And you're saying

) that you would have to review your 0ptions. You were saying,
- as a father might say to a child, "You can t have ‘the car
,‘-anymore. I'm going to do what you don't like me to do. I'm

: going to punish you." 1Isn' t that so?

A It's very hard for me to reconstruct my frame of

-mind then.

Speaking to Mr. shapiro in‘

AT CI T TS T A
LA S R N
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Q In fact, the only thing you coﬁld punish with them
was to teil the story -- tovtell about the seamy things.
A Well, these peoéie were well on top of the case,
then. They'knew4it was juét a matter of ten days or two

weeks before this was going to come before the Grand Jury.

Q  The point i{s, Mr. Hunt, we're dealing with a con-

' versation, at this time, and we're asking you, under oath
- before this Grand Jury, 1if you can provide any other explana-
tion other than what the plain words mean that you would

review your OptiOIIs. L

/ g  ,AM. Well I know that at one point I was contemplating

;suicide. ;"i

Q  Mr. Huut, that is not in your mind at the time.'

| - Ybu'were not threatening or stating to Mr. O'Brien, at this
15 “~time, were you, that if these monies wete not. paid that ynu
"would commit auicide? ) - ' E

ﬂf} Q Ybu don t mean to seriously suggest that?

'l7  A No, I don" t. But you're asking me now to project

for you what was in my mind., This ié-one of the things that

was in my mind.

> Q - That had been 1n’your.mind‘ear1iér but, at £his
time, you were saying to Mr. Q'Brien,,"Look, in addition to
whaﬁ I know about Watergate and the chain of command, I've

done a lot of things for Mr. Ehrlichman.
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68 .
To this extent, this is new information that you're
‘conveying to Mr. O'Brien that, to your knowledge, he didn't-

know about before, and you were saying this in the context

. of making demands for an extraordinary amount of money but,

in the face of your going away to jail and losing whatever
bargaining position you had at that time, you clearly under-

stood that that was the situation. That unless you got these

" commitments acted on, at that time, that your chancés_wetev
4 sﬁbstéut1a11y diminishing in being able to argue your own
- case from jail later on, Isn't that right? | .

Al What do you mean? Arguing my case in jail?

4 fQ In respect to getting your commitments._ In reSpect

: to gettlng your money.

e AT Oh.. - »- S

"Q :] That was clearly foremost 1n yaur mind?

A Righe,

’“f;And in the same connection, you‘re tellins him, now

"that you will review your options in the event that he's not

;fresponsive to your {immediate demands.i~4

“1  A" He told me that he was impotent, that he was becom-
'ing very ineffective' ‘that he was really not the one that I
‘should be talking to, and so forth. . 7

Q Well, of course, you told him to pass on this de-
mand to Mr. Dean and tell Mr. Dean what it was.

A I don't think I knew that Mr. Dean was his principé

€ el
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say that, at that juncture, I had no knowledge that John

'fDean was active in this thing, as he turned out to be.
Sl e

Mitchell rather than Mr. Dean?

T}fthA/ To the best of my current recollection, yes.

: 18 Sk

f~at the time.

6%

0'Brien identified Mr. Dean. I could be wrong about that.
| "‘Q. So it's quite possible that if Mr. O'Brien recol-
lects that you said, "Pass it on to Mr. Dean,"‘that Mr.
O'Brien could be accurate in his‘recolleétion?
A I beg your pardon, sir? |
Q That {f Mr. O'Brien recollects you said, "Paés;it
on to‘Déan," that you wouldn't quarrel with that particularly|

A ‘; I wouldn't quarrel particularly with 1t. I would

I presumed all along, that o' Brien s principal was
John Mttchell. :

= Q And you vere expecting it to be passed on co John

e _?m I,

”T:Q'77 But Mr. Ehrlichman was at the White House, where Mr.

Dean‘was, and Mr. Mitchell was up in New York on Wall Street,

e 1 ‘didn't know where Mr. Mitchell was.
Q- ‘Well, you knew where he wasn't.
A ﬁ"fiz:mic}dj.x'z .
Q Lidn't you know he was no lcnger Attorney Genera?

A I didn't know that he wasn't living down at the

Watergate.
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1 Q Well, you knew he wasn't in the White House?
2 A_ That's correct. |
3 - Q Now, going back to the initial question, Mr. Hunt,

4| is there any other interpretation one could place other than
5| the plain meaning when you said you would review your options
6| other than the fact that unless they met your demands you

7]l would tell about the_séamy things?

S 8t A I would like to consult with counsel on that point.
o] ' THE FOREMAN: Go ahead. o |
10 ‘f{;l r,—;‘:THEﬁWITNESS:W ‘With your permission. |
:wfiff?ﬁi _;,T%:,‘,-’ T (Whereupon, the witness left the Grang
e B ' ~ Jury Room.) : : .
*;,412 : S
b e T E s ‘ (Whereupon. the witness returned to
ooy 3 PR the Grand Jury Room.)
Sl ;: Sacs e
: 2 iogitc s

"ff:is DoMe. Hunt, have you. had time talk to your attorney?
T have. |

LRy Ate you now prepared to ansver the question?

> 0 > 0 > o

19 Would you answer the question, then?.
.20 Could I trouble you to restate the question?
21 » BY MR. BEN-VENISTE: |
‘} 22 Q The question was one which has been restated several
23} times, but, again, is there any other interpretation other
24| than the clear meaning of the words that you would review
25| your options for alternatives other than that you would tell
ETH ANN TIPTON -
quzryhnd 20795
464436
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11
about these so-called seamy things unless they met your
demands? |
A No.
MR. BEN-VENISTE: Thank you.
BY MRS, VOLNER:
Q And what seamy things did you have in mind at the
time, Mr. Hunt? _
A I was thinking about the Fielding episode -? things

like that -- that were not integral with the Watergate itself]

<

Q = And what other things besides the Fielding break-in]

A Oh,'I think most of the items that have come out

Q ’Can you tell the Gtand.Jury,»please?
A Well we're casting back, now, to just about a year .
ago. At that time, the Ellsberg thingwwas uppermost in my

mind and I think, if I had actually gone ahead and done any-

things as these things have come up.'

Q There were numerous 1tems that would have been on
your list?
A That's correct, yes.

Q And I'm asking you what those things were.
A Oh, my. The Segretti involvement, I suppose. The

Vietnam cables. Principally, the whole Fielding-Ellsberg




